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EGYPT 


PRESS REPORTS ON EGYPTIAN LABOR SCENE 


Graduate Placement 


Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 20 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text] Sa'd Muhammad Ahmad, minister of working forces and training, announced 
that the number of graduates of universities and higher institutes, classes of 
June 1980 and January 1981, and the holders of [certificates of] secondary 
(technical and vocational) qualifications, class of 1979, who submitted their 
requests for appointments through working forces has reached 100,000. On the 
basis of categorizing and sifting through the requests of these graduates 
according to their various specializations, preliminary indications show that 
the majority of them are graduates in agriculture, agrarian cooperatives, 
commerce and graduates of business colleges, thereby revealing that there is 

a surplus [of similar specializations] among these graduates. 


The minister added that the Department of Graduates, as of this Saturday 

[22 January], will begin sending requirements forms to the ministries and 
organizations which are to inform it of their [manpower] requirements from 
these graduates. Moreover, and for the first time, a special form has been 
prepared which will accompany the requirements form to these bodies which are 
to indicate on it the numbers of graduates, nominees from universities and 
higher institutes (classes of 1979 and 1980) and [holders of] the interme- 
diate (1978), who did not accept the job with them. This will make it possi- 
ble to determine the actual working force of the graduates who were actually 
appointed and accepted the job through the Ministry of Working Forces. It 
appears that most of those graduates have relinquished appointment to the 
government and the public sector, after [first] applying for their appoint- 
ments, in order to work in the private sector and investment companies. 


Employment Agreement for Egyptians in Kuwait 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 20 Jan 83 p l 
[Article by Haytham Sa'd-al-Din] 
[Text] The Ministry of Working Forces and Training is presently preparing the 
first agreement regulating the employment of Egyptian workers abroad. [Accord- 
ing to the proposed agreement] the ministry will meet the requirements of the 


Kuwaiti government's communications company for technical workers, that is, of 
drivers, conductors and traffic inspectors. The draft sets the minimum wage, 








annual bonuses, ani xllowances for working conditions, housing, and social and 
medical care. The mi:./ium wage for drivers is 120 Kuwaiti dinars [monthly] 

in addition to 60 dinars for maintenance and collection allowance; the wage of 
the technician is 145 dinars [monthly], inclusive. 


Minister of working forces and training Sa'd Muhammad Ahmad stated that the 
[Kuwaiti] company will continually inform the ministry of its manpower require- 
ments and the ministry, in turn, will select them according to the conditions 
of the agreement. He said that the company is responsible for insuring the 
workers against accidents and job-related injuries through the ministry, and 
that their receipt of leave and medical care is in accordance with Kuwaiti 
law. The company pledged to pay an employee bonus estimated at 5 dinars for 


each driver. 


Assistance for Unemployed Maritime Workers Abroad 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 15 Jan 83 p 8 


[Article by Haytham Sa'd-al-Din] 


[Text] The Ministry of Working Forces and Training has decided to set up a 
central bureau in the General Maritime Transport Labor Union to receive 
foreign job requests for Egyptian maritime workers and disseminate them 

[i.e. the job opportunities] to branch employment bureaus in Alexandria, Port 
Sa'id and Suez in regard to those unemployed there. The branch employment 
bureaus in the governorates, technically subordinate to ministry supervision, 
will continue to register and nominate, regionally, [those] for the available 
job opportunities while the labor union will inform the central bureau of the 


names of those getting a job through it. 


Sa'd Muhammad Ahmad, minister of working forces and training, stated that it 
has been decided to formulate a plan for training unemployed seamen who are 
actually unqualified [i.e., without credentials] and who have not had work 
before, in order to find jobs for them. This is instead of training others, 
who are unemployed, in the maritime trades. He said they are presently con- 
sidering raising to 2 pounds training compensation for the trainees for room 


and board. 


The minister added that the number of Egyptian seamen in Port Sa‘id and Suez 
is 1,789. He said the employment bureau in Alexandria will cease listing the 
seamen registered there by no later than the first week of February. 


CSO: 4504/164 














EGYPT 


MAGISTRATES LOANED TO ARABIAN PENINSULA STATES 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 6 Jan 83 p 1 
[Article by 'Abd-al-Warith Zuwayn] 


[Text] The Supreme Council for Judicial Bodies, under the presidency of 
justice Ahmad Mamduh Atiyah, minister of justice, has approved the loan of the 
following magistrates to Arab states: 


United Arab Emirates: 


Justices al-Sayyid Muhammad Masri Shar'an and Hasan 'Abd-al-Halim al-Bakri, 
vice presidents of the Court of Cassation; Justices Hasan Muhammad ‘Abd-al- 
Sami' al-Hifnawi and Mahmud Abu-al-Layl Rashid, vice presidents, Cairo Court 
of Appeals; Advocate General Ahmad Muhammad Hasanayn, Court President Muhammad 
"Abd-al-Latif Muhammad ‘Abdallah, Chief Public Prosecutor al-Sayyid Ahmad 
"Abd-al-Maqsud, Alexandria Appellate President Justice Dr "Abd-al-Mun ‘im 
Ibrahim Badrawi, Assistant Socialist Prosecutor General Najib Yunis Hasan and 
Justices Muhammad Ahmad Barghash and Muhammad Hasan ‘Abd-al-Wahhab al-'Afifi, 


Cairo Appellate. 


Saudi Arabia: 


Justices Ahmad Muhammad al-Manufi, Cairo Appellate, and Muhammad Samidah 
'Abd-al-Samad; Hilmi Mas'ad Hasan Muhammad, Tanta Court president; Hisham 
Muhammad Zaki Barakat, judge, Asyut Court; ‘Aziz Fahmi ‘Abd-al-Hamid ‘Azab, 
judge, Port Sa'id Court; and Chief Public Prosecutors Anwar Muhammad Jabri 


and ‘Ali Tawfiq Jawdah. 
Bahrain: Advocate General Tharwat ‘Abd-al-Hamid Hasan. 


YAR: Ibrahim Sayyid Miftah, deputy prosecutor general (from the eminent 
group). 


Qatar: Dr Justice ‘'Abd-al-Rahman ‘Uthman Ahmad "Azuz. 


Kuwait: Justice Raja'i Gharib 'Uthman, Government Cases Department. 


cso: 4504/161 








EGYPT 


VIRTUES OF EGYPTIAN-FRENCH CULTURAL AID TOUTED 
Cairo AL--AKHBAR in Arabic 5 Jun 83 p 6 
[Article by Karimah ‘Abd-al-Raziq] 


[Text] Egyptian-French relations in the coming days will witness more scienti- 
fic cultural cooperation between the two parties when, in the first half of 
this coming January in Cairo, the protocol of the technological, cultural and 
scientific agreement between France and Egypt will be confirmed. France will 
offer scholarships in its universities for qualifying [Egyptian] tutors and 
assistant teachers in Egyptian universities for the doctorate. It has been 
decided that there will be joint supervision in this field. 


This was announced by Dr Ahmad Hasan al-Kashif, the Egyptian cultural coun- 
selor in Paris, who said that presently in France are 1,200 Egyptian missions 
studying for the doctorate. Part of them are studying on government missions 
while the majority of them are studying at the expense of France on the 
scholarship system. There are three types: 


The first type is to gather the scientific material in France and then return 
home to receive the doctorate. They are from the theoretical colleges and 
these scholarships range between 1 and 2 years. 


The second type, also for the same period, is based on the joint supervision 
system. It calls for scientific studies and conducting some experiments on 
some of the equipment not available in Egypt and then returning home to re- 
ceive the doctorate there. 


The third type is a French scholarship for a short period ranging between 
3 and 9 months. 


Dr Ahmad al-Kashif said that he was greatly surprised at the satisfaction of 
many of the French professors in the universities and research centers with 
the system of joint supervision, a matter which he concentrates upon and gives 
great attention to make it a success. This system has numerous virtues, 


which are: 


First class treatment is accorded to subjects of national research in connec- 
tion with the needs of Egyptian society. The system aims at solving Egypt's 
problems by the youth of the missions. 
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The period [of the scholarship] is limited to 1 to 2 years instead of 5 to 6 
years for a mission. 


Economizing on the costs of the missions and keeping the youth of the missions 
at home. 


In addition to the human relations between the missions and the culturai office, 
among the missions’ members [themselves], and between the French professors 

and the labs and libraries they are working in and [which] deal with them. it 
requires great efforts, attention and continual follow-up, especially in re- 
gard to the theoretical studies missions which presently comprise 50 percent 
of the missions. This percentage has changed from what it used to be 30 years 
ago when it was approximately 95 percent. 


The Egyptian cultural counselor said that the cultural office holds monthly 
meetings for the Egyptian students on the level of the various specializations 
and then holds friendly interviews to solve problems and the daily and numer- 
ous needs of the students. 


Dr al-Kashif said there is no housing problem for the Egyptian students during 
their study period in France. There wasan old project for establishing an 
Egyptian home on French soil, a gift of the French government, to serve as a 


residence for the Egyptian students. 


cso: 4504/161 








EGYPT 


SPECIALIZING COUNCILS STRESS IMPORTANCE OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
Cairo AL-"UMMAL in Arabic 27 Dec 82 p 4 
[Article by Rif’at Khalid] 


[Text] The National Specializing Councils, under the chairmanship of 

Dr Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Qadir Hatim, the general supervisor of these councils, 
has urgently stressed the need to establish "quick" training centers and 
"reorientation" training centers for general secondary graduates who do not 
enroll for university and higher education [but rather] wish to enter the 
job market and descend into the field of practical life. 


Hasan Mustafa, secretary of the National Council for Education [Scientific 
Research and Technology] in the National Specializing Councils, has criti- 
cized the mistakes resulting in the acceptance of all of those succeeding in 
the preparatory certificate in the secondary schools without guiding a large 
part of them into the training centers. Moreover, it is a great mistake [he 
said] to accept into the colleges of universities and higher institutes all 
those succeeding in the general secondary without diverting a large part of 
them to the quick training centers, the reorientation training centers and 
technicians’ preparatory centers in the regions. 


The [National Specializing] Councils, the Ministries of Education and of 
Working Forces, the directorates of education and the departments of working 
forces in the governorates have [all] urged support for [such] training and 
for providing all its technical, material and human prerequisites. [Moreover, 
they have urged] the cooperation of the organizations and companies in devel- 
oping these centers in order: to provide: the working forces necessary for the 
various sectors. The councils, moreover, stressed the necessity of a policy 
and plan of education that guides each year a determined percentage of the 
preparatory certificate holders, 25 to 30 percent, toward these training 
centers in support of the labor market in the agricultural, industrial and 
coastal environments within the framework of providing the working forces for 
the services and activities necessary for development. 


The councils urged moreover that vocational training parallel the educational 
ladder in the secondary phase by establishing more training centers especially 
to prepare skilled workers in the various commercial, agricultural and indus- 


trial technical jobs. 











The councils urgently stressed that the path of the students not be limited 
to the regular educational schools alone but, on drawing up the educational 
ladder and its branches, must prepare a segment of the students in the use of 
digging wells, land reclamation, putting up buildings, providing food secur- 
ity, and [achieving] quality performance in various types of vocations and 
practical trades. This is so that this direction will be one of the paths 
open to the students, parallelling the regular educational schools and giv- 
int the students the degree of equivalency in regard to the regulations and 
the [benefits of] welfare such as that enjoyed in the official educational 
schools. 


cso: 4504/161 








EGYPT 


RULING PARTY TO PUBLISH YOUTH NEWSPAPER 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 14 Jan 83 p 1 
(Article by Khayri Nur-al-Din] 


[Excerpts] President Husni Mubarak, president of the [ruling] National 
Democratic Party, has approved the party's publication of a newspaper 

for youth called BILADI [MY COUNTRY] beginning this coming February. Its 
editor-in-chief is to be ‘Abd-al-Fattah al-Dib, deputy editor-in-chief of 
AKHBAR AL-YAWM. 


This was announced by Information Minister Safwat al-Sharif, who said that 
the newspaper will be addressed to all of Egypt's youth and that the news- 
paper will accommodate the writings of the youth in the universities, 
schools and various areas of production. Participating in editing it will 
be students from the College of Information. The newspaper will contain 
24 pages in the beginning, 150,000 copies will be printed. 


CSO: 4504/170 








EGYPT 


CAIRO INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR OPENS 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 16 Jan 83 p 6 
[Article by al-Sayyid al-Najjar] 


[Text] Prime Minister Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, acting for President Husni 
Mubarak, will open on 27 January the Cairo International Bookfair at the 
Giza exhibition grounds. The fair will open its doors to the public the 
second day for a 15-day period. Applying for participation to date are 46 
Arab and foreign states representing 583 publishers. Offered for sale 
will be approximately 14.5 million books on 9 million subjects in the dif- 
ferent branches of knowledge. It has been decided to limit the discounts 
on the prices of the books to 10 to 20 percent. During the fair the pub- 
lic [is invited] to participate in morning and evening ideological sympos- 
iums which are to be organized. 


This was announced yesterday at a press conference by Dr "“izz-al-Din 
Isma'il, president of the Egyptian General Book Authority. He said that 
the states and organizaticns participating in the fair for the first time 
are: Ireland, Thailand, the Palestine Studies Center, Portugal, Yemen, 
Oman, UNESCO, the Arab League, Kenya, Iraq and Japan. States participat- 
ing as observers are: Poland, Germany, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, 
Ghana, Morocco, Switzerland, Cyprus, Tunisia, Austria and Belgium. 


cso; 4504/170 


EGYPT 


WATER PIPELINE IN SINAI DECREASES DEPENDENCE ON ISRAEL 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 16 Jan 83 p 1 
[Article by ‘Ali Shalabi] 


[Text] Next May work will be completed on extending the 55 kilometers 
water pipeline from Tamad to the Ra's al-Naqab Airport in Sinai by the 
Sinai Redevelopment Authority. Also being completed presently is a high 
tension electricity plant to supply the airport and surrounding area. 


This was announced by Capt Amin Abu-al-Majd, supervisor of the Sinai air- 
port, who said: “This coming May, we will finally dispense with bringing 
water to the airport from the Israeli side after completing the pipeline ex- 
tension. Israel [he saidj has supplied the airport with sweet water from 
the Gulf of "Aqabah at a cost of two dollars per cubic meter in the winter 
and 6.65 dollars per cubic meter in the summer, that is, 40,000 dollars per 
month [on the average}. This was paid as of last 1 October by the North 
Sinai Governorate instead of the Civil Airport Authority, according to in- 
structions of the prime minister." 


Work is presently in progress on establishing a high tension electricity 
plant because Israel has been supplying the area with high tension | power] 
and the airport with illumination electricity from small stations erected 
following the takeover of the airport last April. 


CSO; 4504/170 








MOROCCO 


UGEM 17TH NATIONAL CONGRESS REVIEWED 


Speech by President of UGEM 


Rabat L'OPINION in French 26 Dec 82 p 3 


[Text] Speech of Brother Mohamed Bekkari, Presiient of the UGEM [General 
Union of Moroccan Students ] 


Brother members of the Istiqlal Party leadership, 
Members of the diplomatic corps, 


Representatives of friendly student organizations, 


Guests, 
Brothers and sisters participating in the congress, 


Since our organization's establishment in 1962, and in the course of the 
different phases that it has gone through, it has strengthened its forceful 
and effective presence both on the university level and in the area of 
national struggle. That is the case thanks to our organization's opposition 
to deviationism, intellectual terrorism, and all forms of repression as well 
as because of its indestructible support for the masses and its fight for 
democracy, social justice, territorial integrity, and the defense of Arab- 


Muslim national culture. 


We are meeting again today on the occasion of our 17th congress to take stock 
of our achievements and settle on the tasks to be accomplished in the future. 


Brother and sister UGEM activists, 


Our congress is being held at a time of special circumstances which require 
further vigilance, mobilization, and tenacity from us in the face of the 
various tasks and duties that fall to us to perform for the purpose of 
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- liberating Morocc.: students from the material and moral constraints that 
weigh heavily on them; 

- achieving a system of Islamic and democratic national education; 

- strengthening political democracy as a means for instituting economic and 
social egalitarianism; and, 

- protecting the gains our nation has made, strengthening territorial integrity, 
and liberating our stolen territories. 


These main lines, which are summed up by the slogan of our 17th congress and 
are the foundation of our struggle in its current phase, are dialectically 
and intimately connected with one another. 


In fact, ensuring better conditions for students, making education more 
democratic, and subjecting education to a nationalistic and Islamic orienta- 
tion are urgent needs that are indissociable from the strengthening of poli- 
tical democracy, which in turn constitutes a means for guaranteeing equality 
of opportunity among citizens and for achieving economic and social egalitar- 
ianism. It also enables the masses to express their aspirations in complete 
freedom and to preserve the gains they have made and their sacred values. 


Brothers and sisters, 


It has been 7 years since the foreign occupation of our Western Sahara came 
to an end. 


It is true that Algeria and Libya continue to plot against Morocco and its 
territorial integrity with the deliberate aim of dismembering the country and 
preventing it from playing its role in the region and from fully assuming 
its responsibilities at the side of its Arab brethren in their struggle 
against colonialism and Zionism. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that all 
those attempts and acts of hostility will be thwarted thanks to Morocco's 
diplomatic and military tenacity, courage and firmness. 


In the military area, in fact, our Royal Armed Forces [FAR] have in momentous 
fashion written entire pages in the history of the defense of our homeland 
and its sovereignty, and all the attempts at acts of aggression hatched by 
the mercenaries in the pay of Algeria and Libya have been frustrated. The 
mercenaries are no longer in a position to infiltrate Moroccan territory 

ever since our valiant FAR built the "defense wall," which enables our citizens 
in the recovered provinces to go peacefully about their business, to live in 
safety, and to contribute to the economic development of those provinces. On 
the diplomatic plane, all the Algerian and Libyan plots have ended in failure, 
thanks to the effective, discreet, sustained and vigilant activity of Moroccan 
diplomacy. Thus, the arguments opposed to our territorial integrity are not 
taken up any more except among certain small African states-—-besides, they 
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are poor and easy to bribe—and among certain states manipulated by foreign 
powers hostile toward Morocco, a country which is a center of the influence 
of Islamic civilization in the African continent. 


The Tripoli‘regime's failure on two occasions to host the African summit is 
just a logical result of that government's isolation and of the destructive 
policy being laid bare that Tripoli, in collusion with the Algerian regime, 
has been intending to carry out in Africa. 


So, the stubborn determination to plot against Morocco's territorial integrity 
is most certainly doomed to failure because it runs up against the will of 
an entire nation. 


UGEM activists, for their part, remain continuously ready for any sacrifice 
for the safeguarding of the homeland and the defense of its eternal existence. 


Brothers and sisters, 


Preserving the national gains that Morocco has achieved requires further 
tenacity and mobilization and calls for strengthening the domestic front 
through the strengthening of the basis of democracy and banning of the 
negativism that the democratic process has experienced, by enabling all poli- 
tical and social ferces to quite freely express their opinions and defend 
their programs, and by guaranteeing complete neutrality on the part of the 
government apparatus in order for every citizen to be able to express himself 
freely and be protected from any pressures. 


Consequently, it is important to put an end to all forms of injustice and 
persecution to which citizens are subjected, especially in the countryside 
and because of their political or trade union affiliations, and to respect 
all rights that the law guarantees all citizens. 


Such measures are necessary in order to achieve a healthy and genuine demo- 
cracy that truly reflects the political map of the country and makes it possible 
for genuine representatives of the masses to realize their aspirations. 


Furthermore, since the country has opted for a miltiparty system, it is 
therefore imperative to promote democratic and constructive dialogue and to 
abandon attacks on freedom of expression and to abandon intellectual perse- 
cution of any category of citizens whatsoever. It is imperative because 
those practices are incompatible with the choice of democracy and with a 
multiparty system; on the contrary, the latter choice and system require 
greater maturity, a greater sense of responsibility, and greater respect for 
democratic rules as well as for the sacred values and institutions of our 


country. 


13 











Brothers and sisters, 


Our devotion to democracy stems from our unshakeable conviction that it is 
the best means for achieving the kind of economic and social egalitarianism 
that implies the elimination of disparities among layers of society, a 
guarantee of equal opportunities, and an equitable distribution of national 
income, in order to thus ensure all citizens a decent life, enable small 
farmers to own the land that they work, enable workers to have their share 
in the profits of firms--the fruits of their efforts—, and put an end to 
all forms of exploitation in which man exploits man. 


Democracy is also the means which makes it possible to achieve the options 
of the people in the education sector in all educational phases, to establish 
the basis for Arab-Islamic authenticity and Arab-Islamic national culture, 
to make it possible for the Arabic language to regain its place in education, 
government, and public life, and to put an end to all forms of alienation. 


Brothers and sisters, 


Our country's economic situation is critical owing to the international 
economic crisis and the drought that has hit our country for the last few 
years as well as by the war that is forced on us by the Algerian and Libyan 
governments, to the mistakes which have built up for years, and to the lack 
of any will to bring about radical changes in existing structures. 


The difficulties that the national economy has experienced have led to a 
worsening of the economic and social problems our country is suffering from. 
The number of unemployed is constantly increasing; unemployment even affects 
certain university graduates. The purchasing power of citizens has eroded, 
and the signs of poverty have worsened among the working-class layers of 
society because of price increases and wage stagnation. 


These problems are accentuated by the bill for the oil our country imports-—-a 
bill we pay in foreign currencies and which absorbs the major portion of 

our export earnings, which leads to a trade imbalance. In order to get out 
of the present crisis we need to eliminate waste and give up useless expen- 
ditures and to adopt a real austerity policy which fixes priorities and limits 
consumption of imported products—particularly petroleum and its byproducts. 


We feel that it is time to take radical economic steps affecting the very 
structures of the economy, to effect a redistribution of national income on 

a basis of equality and justice, and to carry out a thoroughgoing tax reform 
such as will enable the well-to-do layers of society to contribute toward the 
growth of the national economy and will curb the holders of large amounts of 
capital who engage in tax fraud. Likewise, we must freeze high wages and 
increase the interoccupational minimm growth wage and increase low and average 
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wages so as to bring them in line with rates of increase in the cost of living 
and inflation. There must also be strict price controls, particularly at the 


manufacturer and wholesaler levels. 


In order to solve the rural exodus problem, we must attack the causes of that 
phenomenon by undertaking agrarian reform based on the principle of "land 
belonging to those who work it" while showing special interest for the 
countryside by providing it with needed health care, social, cultural, and 
sports facilities in the framework of a general development policy for the 
country. 


Brothers and sisters, 


Whatever our concerns in regard to and our devotion to the causes of our 
country and our people, nevertheless, our day-to-day concerns center more on 
education issues and particularly the university sector. These latter concerns 
draw their basic inspiration from the late Allal El Fassi's saying, "Each 
citizen has the right to knowledge and must become educated; that is an 


indisputable principle." 


On this subject, we have to note with satisfaction the positive steps and the 
reforms introduced into education during the last few years, particularly the 
Arabicization process which is now irreversible, the revision of certain 

methods so as to restore to Islamic thought the place and significant status 
it deserves, and the reform of baccalaureate examinations, the reform of 

examination systems in university faculties, and university decentralization. 
All these gains are part and parcel of the objectives in favor of which UGEM 


has unceasingly argued. 


Our struggle will continue via all legal means to realize all our objectives, 
which are aimed at giving rise to a free national people's university. 


Our struggle is currently focused on the objective of enabling all those 

who have passed the baccalaureate to have access to university, and on seeing 
to it that our faculties and institutes of higher learning instill the methods 
of scientific research into students instead of subjecting them to systematic 


and sterile cramming. 


The principal difficulty facing students lies in the stage that follows 
their obtaining a diploma. In fact, there is a threat of unemployment for 
everyone who has done his civic service, and a large number of graduates with 
bachelors' and doctoral degrees currently find themselves without work. The 
cause stems from the improvisation that has characterized education policy 
during the past few years and from the lack of any planning for or serious 
analysis of the country's development needs. 
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The UGEM has sounded the alarm, and did so at the time of the Second Ifrane 
Colloquium in particuiu:. All our speeches and the memorandum that we 
presented to the government were focused on the following questions: 

What do we want out of the university? And what fate do graduates have in 
store for them? For we consider long term planning to be the only alternative 
to the methods that have been used in the field of education ever since the 
beginning of the 1960's. We also feel that relating education to the country's 
economic and social development is the only way to save graduates from 


unemployment. 


The UGEM has denounced Zionist aggression against the Lebanese and Palestinian 
peoples‘as well as against the Israeli occupation of a part of Lebanon's 
territory, the West Bank and Jerusalem in Palestine, and the Golan Heights 

in Syria. After the dissension among the Arab countries which was caused by 
marginal differences, they succeeded in agreeing on a common Arab plan for 
establishing peace in the Middle East. . 


While contributing our support to all efforts intended to establish a just 
peace in that region, we reaffirm that the root of the problem remains the 
Palestinian question. And there can be no solution to that question without 
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people to national self-determination 
and to establish a state on their territory being guaranteed. Consequently, 
any attempt aiming at establishing peace and restoring the Palestinian 
people's rights is dependent on the participation of the PLO, the sole and 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people and which alone is 
empowered to make decisions involving the future of that people. 


The UGEM reiterates its unconditional support for the PLO in its armed and 
political struggle unto victory and the restoration of Palestinian rights. 


Brothers and sisters, 


We consider liberation causes in the world to be indivisibly united as long 
as the fundamental issue is to liberate peoples from injustice, oppression, 
and foreign domination and to respect the dignity of man and his right to 
liberate himself from all forms of slavery, exploitation and degradation. 


Thus we reaffirm our abiding solidarity with all liberation movements, 
particularly in Eritrea against the Ethiopian occupation, and we call on 
all Arab, Islamic and African countries and all forces that love peace and 
justice to contribute their material and moral assistance to the Eritrean 
people to enable its nationalist objectives to take concrete form. 
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Also we denounce the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan, and we express our 
renewed support for the Afghan Mujahedin and hail their resistance in the 
face of the Soviet war machine, which sweeps down on the civilian population 
and crushes the Muslim fighters by savage means. We reaffirm the right of 
the Afghan people to self-determination and to freely choose its form of 


government. 


We also reiterate our support for the Chadian people, which longs for the 
liberation of parts of its territory and desires to achieve territorial 
integrity, and by the same token we denounce Libya's interference in Chad's 


internal affairs. 


The UGEM has supported all efforts aimed at getting the war stopped that pits 
Iraq and Iran against each other, and thus prevent the waste of Islamic 
country potential, with a view toward investing that potential in development 
projects and in the struggle against Zionism and world imperialism—-real 
enemies of the Arab and Islamic nation. The Iraqi people has demonstrated 


its goodwill and has tried to stop the war. But in the face of Iran's stubborn- 


ness, Iraq has only one choice left in this situation--to defend its historic 
rights and preserve its integral existence. 


We also want to denounce all forms of racial discrimination to which human 
beings are still subjected, particularly in occupied South Africa, Namibia, 
and Palestine. 


Brothers and sisters, 


At the end of this report I want to briefly go over the activities of and 
contacts made by the leadership of our organization. 


Thus, a UGEM delegation went to Tunisia at the invitation of the National 
Office of Tunisian Students and had several meetings with Tunisian officials 
of student and youth organizations. 


We took that opportunity to start setting up a new UGEM branch in the town of 
Souss. Our meetings with our Tunisian brothers were capped by our issuing 

a joint declaration of solidarity with the Palestinian people and an appeal 
to all Arab countries to overcome their differences in order to face up to 
the major enemies, Zionism and colonialism. 


Being aware of the problems of oyr students abroad, we sent a note to the 
International Agency for University Travel, asking them to revise the provi- 
sions of the agreement that we had reached with them. In fact, we received 
an invitation to their International Congress held in Venezuela, where we 
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executed the signing »f a new agreement which gives us observer status 
in the organization ducing an initial phase and also gives us the position 
of sole representative of students and youth in the Arab Maghreb. 


While that activity is intended to help our brother students abroad, it is 
also aimed at providing help to our students at home who wish to travel and 
register abroad with the idea of working on research and university-level 
studies. In addition to the above we have intervened a number of times with 
deans and heads of institutions of higher learning in order to resolve 
registration problems and simplify student grant distribution. 


Moreover, it is no secret to anyone that the UGEM considers that the unfair 
decision to give only half of the standard grant to students living in univer- 
sity residence halls is an attack on the gains students have made and represents 
a repudiation of the principle of universality for student grants which has 
resulted from our organization's struggle. 


There, in short, are our concerns and our activities throughout the past year. 
I salute you and I welcome you once again to this opening session of our 
17th congress. 


Long live student union! 
Long live the General Union of Moroccan Students! 


Resolutions Adopted 


Rabat L'OPINION in French 28 Dec 82 pp 1,3 


[Article: "Adoption of Several Resolutions and Election of the Executive 
Committee and Administrative Council"] 


[Text] At the closing session Brother Abdelhadi 
El Kabbab affirmed that the political commitment 
of Istiqlal students is evidence of the continuity 
and durability of the National Movement's mission. 


The General Union of Moroccan Students held its National Congress in Marrakesh 
on 24, 25, and 26 December. 


The proceedings of that congress gave rise to mature and responsible debate 
and to a thorough examination of student and education problems both within 
the three committees (political, cultural, and education) that came out of 
the congress as well as at the time of general discussions in plenary session. 
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Thus, these discussions and the recommendations that were adopted by the 
congress (which we will come back to in subsequent issues) bring out the 

UGEM's overall vision and its realistic and responsible grasp of the country's 
economic, political and social problems—in particular, the issues of democracy, 
territorial integrity, and the immense responsibilities that fall to students. 
Those responsibilities are for the strengthening and preservation of national 
values and of the gains the nation has made, and for the institution of an 
educational system in keeping with Moroccan humanism and civilization, 
responding to the requirements of economic and social development, and 
guaranteeing the future of the country and of present and future generations. 


Those are the objectives and ideals which constitute the basis of the political 
commitment of Istiqlal students and to which Mr Boucetta, secretary general 

of the Istiqglal Party, referred again in his orientations speech at the 

opening of the congress's proceedings last Friday. 


We would also mention that the c¥osing session was marked by the speech on 
_ Mr Boucetta's behalf by Brother Abdelhadi El Kabbab. During that speech he 
affirmed, among other things, that the success of this 17th congress and the 
constructive spirit, the activism, and the enthusiasm that emanated from it 
are so many proofs of the unshakeable will and the commitment of the students— 
on the political, cultural and education fronts—to work for the strengthening 
of democracy and national unity and toward instituting genuinely national 
education rid of all forms of alienation and intellectual terrorism. He 
pointed out that all issues of concern to the country are interwoven and 
originate from the same organic whole, which calls for an overall approach 
to and view of these issues. He added that union activity cannot be disso- 
ciated from political involvement. 


Then Brother El Kabbab spoke of the Istigqlal Party's progress since the 
start-up of the National Movement by a group of students. He also stated 
that the Istiglal Party has always linked the country's independence and unity 
with democracy and the realization of social justice as well as with the 
liberation of the homeland and the citizenry from all forms of dependence 


and alienation. 


All these principles and objectives are illustrated by the party's slogan, 
"free citizens in a free homeland." 


He also dealt with the subjects of nationalist causes and the party's struggle 
for the final completion of national unity. 


In that regard he mentioned the appeal sent out from Kuwait by the late 


Allal El Fassi in 1974 and the party's progress toward the strengthening 
of unity and democracy and the realization of social justice. In conclusion, 
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Brother El Kabbab st ~ssed the need within the UGEM for students to become 
aware of nationalist causes, that being an example of the carrying out of 
the nationalist mission by committed Moroccan youth. 


We would mention that before the close of the congress it adopted the 
resolutions proposed by the political, cultural, and education committees. 


One of those resolutions recommends naming one of the Moroccan universities 
after Allal El Fassi. Another resolution advecates the establishment of a 


university-level college of administration. 


A third resolution calls for program planning of basic instruction and for 
the participation of representatives of the student union on the committees 


that give student grants and allocate university rooms. 


Another resolution proposes the unification of programs at the Arab Maghreb 
level and the establishment of a summer university and an evening university. 
Finally, another resolution calls for struggle against disruptive elements 
within the university. 


In addition, here is the list of the members of the Executive Committee elected 
by the congress: 

- Chairman: Brother Rachid Karroum El Houcine 

- Vicechairman: Mokhtar Mouzerwal 

- Treasurer: Wafae Ben Feddoul 

- Officer in Charge of External Relations: Mohamed Ziwana 

- Officers in Charge of Usiion Relations: Mohamed Lahmidi and Abdel Illah Bouzidi 
- Officer in Charge of Information and Culture: Ahmed 

- Officer in Charge of Sections: Abdelouhab Bazya 

- Officer in Charge of Education Affairs: Nezha Laalili 


The congress also elected the members of the UGEM's Administrative Council, 
which includes representatives from the Rabat, Casablanca, Fez, Meknes, 
Marrakesh, Tangier, Tetouan, and Oujda sections. The council is made up of 
the following brothers: 

Moktar Monzerwal, Abdelouhab Bazga, Ahmed El Mejdoubi, Hassan Boifiri, Abdelhag 
Salki, Rachid Khadari, Mohamed M'hamdi, Abdel Illah Bouzidi, Said Hachou, 
Mohamed Ben Ahmed, Said Jabri, Rachid El Houcine Karroumi, Wafae Ben Fedoul, 
Youssef Dades, Chrif Rtitbi, Mohamed Ziwanat, Mohamed Amzar, Nezha Lakrafi, 

El Korat Laglili, Abdel Moula Elyatim, Fouad Lahmamouchi, Mustapha Elbid, 
Mustapha Belayachi Yahouifiya, Kammis Elmiloudi, Mohamed R'qiba, Mohamed Zaim, 
Abdelkrim Ghalab, Said Ben Hamani, Mohamed El Widadi, Abdel Mouttalib Alghalb- 
zouri, Nourreddine Mediane, Houria Alaoui El Mdaghri, Abdel Illah Bennis, 
Rachid Misbahi, Mohamed Sahi, El Houcine Rahmawi, Mohamed Salhi, Latifa Bel Caid, 
Mohamed Najib Darkaoui, Driss Bernab, Mohamed Bel Lahcen, Ahmed Eljebari, 

Aziza El Bouanani, Abdelatif Abdouh, Naim Najahi, Bachir Boumsli, Ahmed Houri, 
Abdellatif Ghafar, Abdelhak Elhaibi, Ait Bouali Samiya 
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SUDAN 


SURVEY OF ECONOMIC SITUATION 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 22 Nov, 13 Dec 82 


[No 261, 22 Nov 82 p 65] 


[Text] Since the main feature of the Sudanese economy throughout the more 
than a decade of rule by al-Numayri has been its rapid decline, the complete 
paralysis and bankruptcy that have overcome all aspects of social, economic 
and political life have been inevitable. 


In the hope of arousing scientific and objective discussion, this study will 
present a scientific and objective analysis of the present economic situation. 


The Production of Cotton, the Sole Cash Crop 


In general, agricultural production has been rapidly declining, and produc- 
tivity has been decreasing to rock bottom levels. 


Cotton production was high during the 1960's until 1970-71. Cotton yields in 
the al-Jazirah and al-Manaqil project exceeded 6.5 qintars per feddan and 
reached a peak level of production in 1970-71 of more than 4 million bales. 
With the arrival of the May revolution with its glittering slogans about eco- 
nomic development productivity began to decline, reaching only 400,000 bales 
in the 1970's. This figure represents an average. The table below gives cot- 
ton production during that period up to the beginning of the 1980's: 


Quantity (in 1,000's of bales) 








Year Amount 
1976-77 771 
1977-78 1,015 
1978-79 747 
1979-80 585 
1980-81 544 


As a result the country's exports of cotton have decreased, and consequently 
the Sudan has acquired less foreign currency. For example, the country had 
taken in $333 million in foreign currency, which dropped to $182 million in 


1980-81. 
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The following are the most important factors which have led to this decline 
in cotton productio. 


1. Poor and haphazard selection of seeds. 


2. Complete carelessness with irrigation as a result of failure to expand and 
clean irrigation canals. 


3. Inadequate combatting of plant diseases as a result of gambling and specu- 
lation in the purchase and procurement of chemicals and pesticides. 


4. The acute shortage of labor and agricultural workers in the summer due to 
the rising emigration to other countries. 


This is the situation as of 23 August 1982 for the principal cash product on 
which the Sudan depends as a primary source of foreign currency. Despite this 
tragic situation the present regime in the Sudan has not made any attempt to 
cure the real problem which has led to weakened and decreased production. In- 
Stead, al-Numayri has, as usual, resorted to dealing with externals only, by 
creating a new scapegoat each season with the dismissal of the ministers of 
agriculture and officials in the agriculture and cotton production sectors. 


The General Framework of the Economic Situation 


Our production of both subsistence and cash agricultural crops has declined 
for most of the decade. This has been true of our other exports as well: oil 
seeds (such as sesame), beans, cottonseed, gum, leather and meat. This was 
during a period in which the world price of oil seeds rose. As a result, we 
were robbed of millions of pounds because of the confusion and lack of plan- 
ning production and overseas marketing. On top of all that our imports of 
food which we used to produce locally, such as edible oils, as well as soap, 
sauce and so forth have greatly increased, creating a serious and harmful 
deficit in our balance of payments which is the primary indicator and touch- 
stone of the soundness of our economic and financial policies. 


The balance of payments has been marked by problems and financial difficul- 
ties that have piled up during the regime of Ja'far Numayri. During this 
period the deficit in the current account has risen as follows: 


1978-79: $458.2 million; 
1979-80: $547.2 million; 
1980-81; $788.0 million; 
1981-82: $823.0 million. 


The deficit is expected to surpass $1 billion in the next 3 years, 1982-83 to 
1984-85. 


It should be pointed out that this dangerous deficit does not include services 
or interest on the debts and loans which have been the impractical and unreal- 
istic method the al-Numayri regime has been using to plug up this deficit, in 
addition to the gifts which have been offered by certain countries and financial 
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funds to avoid making our country's bankruptcy known to the world. These 
services and interest payments that have aggravated the deficit will be dis- 
cussed when we discuss the amounts of the loans and debts. 


[No 264, 13 Dec 82 pp 61, 62] 


[Text] This is the final part with which we conclude our study of the Sudan- 
ese economy and the factors that have led to its current situation. 


Citing figures and statistics we have already indicated the size and direc- 
tion of government expenditures and the swollen outlays for the various secur- 
ity, defense, police, military and civilian apparatuses. We also covered the 
problem of development, and we determined who is responsible for these diffi- 
culties. Finally, we have shown the results of the failure of the regime and 
its successive governments to use sound scientific planning, and we have shown 
the results of the large foreign debt. Today we conclude the study. We will 
begin with a discussion of the situation of the private sector. 


The Private Sector and the New Class 


Despite the serious inflation that has battered the Sudanese economy, causing 
shortages and stagnation during the period from 1975 to 1982 interest rates in 
the Sudanese banks did not change, but became fixed at their lowest levels. 
This created a favorable opportunity for the private sector to borrow from the 
banks using houses and real estate as superficial--and sometimes imaginary-- 
collateral. To its disgrace, while the Bank of the Sudan was supervising the 
other banks, credits were opened for individuals amounting to millions, capi- 
tal was signed over to the favorites and relatives of the ruling family, and 
many of their loans and bank credits were converted from short- and medium- 


term to long-term. 


The following table gives the estimated amounts of loans and debts of the 
private sector owed to commercial banks for the years 1977-78 to 1981-82 in 


millions of Sudanese pounds: 


1977-78 1978-79 1979-80 1980-81 1981-82 











Loans on the commercial 


banks 53.3 88.9 118.7 162.8 213.9 
Short-term loans 32.4 61.2 82.9 146.7 152.2 
Loans to finance exports -4.8 12.6 17.8 35.8 44.5 
Loans to finance imports 15.9 5.9 17.3 21.8 49.6 
Loans to finance private 

industries 15.4 26.7 28.1 70.9 46.3 
Other financing 5.8 16 11.7 18.1 16.1 
Bank of the Sudan loans to 

specialized banks (agri- 

cultural, industrial and 

real estate -- -— -- -- 5.3 
Medium- and long-term loans 20.9 27.7 35.8 26.2 61.3 
Total 53.3 88.9 118.7 117.2 219.2 
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The total indebtec-ess of the private sector and the commercial banks to the 
Bank of the Sudan to che end of August 1982 amounts to about 237.9 million 
Sudanese pounds. As we have mentioned, despite this high indebtedness of the 
private sector the government has done absolutely nothing about raising inter- 
est rates in order to reduce or put a halt to the borrowing. It has made no 
serious effort to return the banks’ plundered funds. All this has had a nega- 
tive impact on savings and on the success of investment. 


The banks' overly generous credits have created a class of millionaires in the 
Sudan among the regime's favorites. This class has usurped the banks’ funds 
and squandered them in ostentatious spending. None has been invested in indus- 
try or profitable or successful business enterprises to shore up our broken, 


collapsing economy. 


Money is a commodity like any other commodity. Like others it is subject to 
monopolization, hegemony and being put to bad or good use. Our long-suffering 
masses must come to realize that the piles of plundered wealth owned by the 
millionaires of the "May revolution" class--and the number of millionaires in 
the Sudan has surpassed the number of millionaires in South Africa, as reported 
in the German magazine DER SPIEGEL--belongs to the Sudanese people, and it must 
be returned immediately so that it can be invested to revitalize our country's 
economy. The causes are clear. The following are the most important: 


1. The commercial banks have lent individuals belonging to this class enormous 
sums at low interest rates and with easy conditions. This money has not been 
invested in industry, business or production. It has been squandered and is 


mostly lost for good. 


2. Individuals of this class have not obtained these easy loans on the basis 
of merit or worthiness. Their sole qualification is their exploitation of in- 
fluence and favoritism and the hypocrisy of the general and his ministers. 


3. The enormous credits have enabled individuals of this class to monopolize 
the financial, commercial and commodity markets. Even in those cases that 
they establish food industries or intermediate industries we find that the 
goods that are produced are of poor quality, do not meet specifications, are 
expensive and are not available in the markets. 


4. The generous granting of financial credits to individuals in the May revo- 
lution government and their class has forced the commercial banks to borrow 
from the Sudan Central Bank, which in turn has begun to founder in its attempt 
to finance these banks, forcing it to issue paper currency that is not even 
worth the paper on which it is printed. As a result the rate of inflation has 
risen with the burden falling on the suffering citizens. 


5. As a result of all of this, loans that must be given to the specialized 
banks (agricultural, industrial and real estate) were reduced, weakening 
their role in the progress of economic development. 
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Conclusion 


On the basis of all the facts that have been presented in this study, the 
reason for the present condition of our Sudanese economy becomes clear. We 
can also clearly see the reason for the decline in the standard of living of 
the lower and middle classes, the classes which represent the majority of our 
long-suffering people who for 14 years have been deceived by al-Numayri's 
slogans: "the May revolution will improve agriculture," “the May revolution 
will improve industry," and so forth. Our people have continued to expect 
economic development and prosperity, not development and prosperity only for 
the May revolution's new class of millionaires and billionaires who alone are 
able to purchase, monopolize and sell goods; who alone are able to build os- 
tentatious palaces in cities without Sudanese names; for whom alone the 
courts, the police and the law are exploited to maintain their security and 
the safety of their interests. 


That is precisely what happened with the Kinanah Sugar Factory in which the 
Sudan owned an 80 percent share. Year after year this share gradually grew 
smaller, finally reaching about 27 percent. The Sudan thus became the minor- 
ity partner in a project built on its land, irrigated with its water and drain- 
ing the sweat of its inhabitants. That, too, is precisely what is happening 

as the Sudan's share in the partnership between it and the Chevron Corporation 
frequently decreases after having been set at 51 percent according to the law 
of contracts with the oil companies. 


The reason for this is that a certain Arab financial organization had been un- 
able to collect, by any means, the interest on a loan it had previously made 
to the government of the Sudan. Finally, on the basis of the proverb, "Money 
in a heap, not in a clump" it grudgingly agreed to allow the May regime to pay 
its obligations in the form of stocks from its holdings in this partnership. 
When this organization displayed skepticism about the alleged facts of the 
petroleum exploration the negotiators reassured them that their shares, 

which amounted to 6 percent, could later on be transferred to other projects 
connected with the marketing of oil by giving them rights to establish gas 
stations. They offered them the example of the gas stations of the Agip com- 
pany which originally entered the Sudan to drill for oil, then began to market 
the imported oil all over the country. 


In order to prevent the government of the Sudan from finding itself in an 
embarrassing position whenever the subject was discussed comprehensively in 
international financial organizations or even in the National Peoples’ Assem- 
bly, that the Sudan's share had begun to decrease contrary to the agreement, 
Chevron's highest executives came up with the idea to create a fictitious 
company, a 5 percent interest in which it sold to them--on paper, of course-- 
to equalize its percentage inthe partnership with the Sudan. The May revolu- 
tion leaders are still looking for other creditors to whom to sell this fic- 


tion. 


Despite this, the topic of the amazing oil discoveries in the Sudan, which is 
the prevailing joke in all circles, remains to be discussed. 
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The latest joke c1>-ulating in Omdurman these days is that some people saw a 
group of soldiers di,zing south of Umm Biddah. When asked why they were do- 
ing that, they replied that they were looking for oil. A citizen then said to 
them, "Kalashnikov brand light oil, not heavy weight R.B.J." 


Chevron Wins 


During the last few months there has been a big dispute in Khartoum between 
the Sudanese Government and the Chevron company. The former thinks that at 
the current stage an effort should be made to concentrate on construction of 
the Kusti refinery and satisfying the needs of the domestic market, while the 
American company thinks the refinery project should be frozen, and an effort 
should be made to concentrate on export and building the Port Sudan pipeline. 


Observers have noticed that Chevron had proceeded slowly with construction 
of the refinery and has been holding it back. 


With the increasing gravity of the economic crisis and the regime's increasing 
subjection to American organizations the government finally yielded to the 
company's pressure and has announced that work on the Kusti refinery will be 
frozen and an effort will be made to concentrate on export from Port Sudan. 


Thus, as of now, the oil companies have begun to impose their policies on the 
production of the Sudan's new resource, and with the approval of the govern- 
ment they have begun to export it, abandoning our masses who are faced with a 
shortage of fuel and the collapse of industrial and agricultural production, 


transport and communications. 


(From AL-HADAF, representing the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, Sudanese branch.) 
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ISRAEL 


DEFENSE MINISTER SHARON DISCUSSES RELATIONS WITH U.S., OTHER ISSUFS 


Paris LE FIGARO in French 27 Dec 82 pp 1, 3 


[Interview with Ariel Sharon, minister of defense, by Philippe Nourry: 
"Sharon: Why We Refuse the Reagan Plan"; date and place of interview not 


specified] 


[Excerpts] At 54, Gen Ariel Sharon, minister of defense, 
is certainly the most colorful character in the new Israeli 
politics. He is also the most controversial. This un- 
inhibited and extroverted sabra, the exact opposite and the 
complement of Menachem Begin, agreed to explain himself to 
us is this brisk two-hour interview. 


[Question] Mr Minister of Defense, much has been said about you for a long 
time and, of course, still more since the campaign in Lebanon. You are often 
judged severely. In the past few days for instance, it has been said that 
you had been trying to "sabotage" the Habib mission by negotiating strictly 
bilaterally and more or less secretly with Lebanese officials. The Americans 
expressed their surprise. Since you seem to have been leading “your own war," 
do you also intend to impose "your own peace"? 


[Answer] That is somewhat easy to say! First, I would like to say that the 
war has never been "General Sharon's war," but the war of the Israel people, 
the only people in the world who refuse to compromise with terrorism. As for 
the negotiations I did lead in Beirut in full coordination with the prime 
minister, Mr Begin, and the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Shamir, they were 
made necessary by a very simple fact: we, not the Americans, will have to live 
and coexist peacefully with the Lebanese for many years to come. 


Direct Israeli-Lebanese negotiations are therefore capital and the part which 
the Americans play at this stage is not, even though we thought it normal to 
invite them. The agreements involve security and a normalization of our re- 
lations. On the other hand, U.S. negotiators are playing and will continue to 
play a very important part in obtaining the evacuation of all foreign forces 
in Lebanon, the PLO forces that still remain and the Syrian forces. 


[Question] And yours too, I imagine... However, if I understand you well, 
you believe that it is essential to arrive at a direct agreement. 
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{Answer} Yes. And quite independently from the serious question of the 
evacuation of fo.°ign forces. 


[Question] Is it indiscreet to ask you who represented the other party 
at the preliminary negotiations? 


[Answer] Authorized Lebanese personalities. You will understand that I 
do not wish to go into details. The essential is that these negotiations 
should start as soon as possible, and they are about to start. 


[Question] What do you think of the Lebanese attitude toward Israel? It has 
been said that you thought they were very ungrateful to their liberators... 


[Answer] If you had been with me on 16 December, when I made an unannounced 
visit to the port of Beirut, you certainly would not have had that feeling. 
There were a host of people who came to shake hands with me, ask for auto- 
graphs and express their gratitude with unconceivable fervor. A few days 
before that, as I was leaving Kennedy airport, I had been surprised at be- 
ing met by a crowd of Lebanese shouting in Arabic and in French: "Why didn't 
you free all of Lebanon?" Their enthusiasm was such that U.S. security 
agents did not know which way to turn. No, I am not worried about that. 

I can still hear the heartfelt words that the sister of a high Lebanese 
official was saying to me recently: "Mr Sharon, you have entered into 
Lebanon's history as a liberator. We know what they say about you in the 
press. But in 10, 20 years from now, you will also enter into Israel's 
history, and it will be because of Lebanon!" 


"We Had To Put a Stop to Palestinian Terror" 


[Question] All the same, Mr Minister, a large and influential section of 
Israeli public opinion, not to mention international public opinion, does 
believe that you were not justified in carrying that Lebanese war to the 
heart of Beirut. They wondered where you would stop. After all, even your 
northern border had stopped being seriously threatened by artillery fire or 
PLO raids nearly a year ago. 


[Answer] But there was more to it than the question of security on the 
Israeli-Lebanese border! Every time an attempt was made against us any~- 
where in the world, the decision had been made in Beirut and the murderer 
had started from Beirut. We had to put a stop to Palestinian terror; it 
has cost us 1,392 killed and 6,400 wounded, it has also been the cause of 
several wars in this region, and it had become the carrier of Soviet pene- 
tration in the Middle East, the only effective instrument the Soviets have 
found to expand their influence in the Middle East and keep exacerbating 


dissent. 


[Question] In other words, your "Peace for Galilee" operation could not 
stop at "km 40" after the border? 


[Answer] If the Syrians and Palestinians had respected the cease-fire of 
11 June, I do believe that Israeli forces would have remained on that line. 
But certainly the problem would not have been solved. The PLO would have 
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continued its war of attrition against us. This is why, once our initial ob- 
jective had been achieved, the Israeli cabinet met every day to evaluate the 
Situation. As long as the Palestinians were not leaving Beirut on their own, 
it was clear and obvious that we had to expell them and control the Beirut- 
Damas road. This being said, we took all precautions to ensure that the Syr- 
ians would know that this operation was not directed against them. The Soviets 
would probably not have maintained a relatively passive attitude as they did 

if there had been a threat against Syria. Therefore, those who say I wanted 

to enter Damas are quite mistaken. 


The Reagan Plan Antedated the Lebanese War 


[Question] Today, therefore, you feel you have achieved your military objec- 
tives... 


[Answer] Not only our military objectives, but far more so our political ob- 
jectives. Without artificial respiration, the PLO will not recover from its 
expulsion from Beirut. Both its leaders and its troops are dispersed. Just 
getting together and making a political decision has become very difficult 
for them. They are torn and no longer know where to turn, to the Syrians, to 
the Jordanians or to other protectors... Actually, Mr Arafat's own friends 
are the ones who describe this awful situation, not I! 


[Question] Mr Minister, I am afraid you are somewhat too optimistic. After 
all, there has never been so much talk about the Palestinian problem as today. 
The Beirut bombardments, the Sabra and Chatila massacres have caused a large 
section of public opinion to turn round and side with the Palestinians. I am 
not making a judgment, just an observation. Washington, which used to support 
you in everything, is increasingly irritated, and you have inherited a 

Reagan plan which goes far beyond the Camp David agreements since it already 
anticipates the final solution of future negotiations by rejecting in the long 
term any future permanent control of Israel on Judea, Samaria and Gaza, and 

by recommending that these territories be placed under an autonomous Pales- 
tinian government politically associated to Jordan. This is an escalation of 
plans! Where is then the diplomatic benefit of the Lebanese operation? 


[Answer] You are mistaken, the Reagan plan was published only on 1 September, 
but it had been planned a few months prior to our entry into Lebanon. In 
other words, our offensive and the U.S. President's global proposals for peace 
in the Middle East were not related. Today, that is true, people are trying to 
relate the Reagan plan to the Lebanese question. They tell us: there, you 
must accept the Reagan plan and you will have peace with Lebanon as a reward. 
Only, the two questions are entirely unrelated. On the Lebanese question, our 
interests are very close to those of the United States. On the other hand, 
our position on the West Bank and on Gaza is quite different from theirs. Why 
then tie a question which can be solved with very little difficulty to a ques- 
tion on which our positions are diametrically opposed? This is where the 
United States are in error, I would even say at fault. 


[Question] Still, I assume that you are not deceiving yourself. Making peace 
with President Gemayel, as you just said, is not a real problem for Israel. It 
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is not Israel's major problem either. What is happening, is that the Americ- 
ans intend to take :dvantage of the new situation created by your invasion of 
Lebanon to force a giobal peace settlement in the Middle East. And their de- 
sire has in fact been precipitated by your action in Lebanon as well as by 
the real or apparent peace initiatives taken by some Arab countries. How do 
you plan to escape the isolation which is threatening you? 


[Answer] These problems are known. I am aware of them. I shall merely say 
that Israel has a very clear and well-defined policy and that this policy is 
based on the agreements signed in Camp David four years ago. In our eyes, 
Camp David is the only realistic plan. We must first fulfill this agreement. 
That is the least we can do. Israel has made exemplary efforts in this direc- 
tion to obtain peace with Egypt. What other countries would have accepted to 
make the sacrifices we made in the Sinai, abandoning towns, ultramodern 
bases?... No, you cannot change your peace plan just like that, because the 
international community, between lunch and dinner, or between a vacation in 
Venice and some new conference, has decided that what we had signed had become 
irrelevant! This is not only illogical, it is extremely unjust. Camp David 
provides for autonomy for the Palestinians on the West Bank and in Gaza. Let 
us negotiate on that. We are not going to solve the problems of this re- 
gion by keeping our eyes on the clock or disregarding previous agreements! 


A So-Called Demilitarized West Bank Would Be a Death Sentence For Us 


[Question] The trouble is that by "autonomy" you mean that of the inhabitants 
of the West Bank and Gaza, not at all that of the territories themselves. 
There is a difference of interpretation of the Camp David agreements between 
your Arab opponents and yourself and today, in addition, between the Americans 
and yourself. Can you tell us what you still mean by Palestinian autonomy? 


[Answer] The Palestinians in these territories will have unrestricted control 
of their activities in all sectors, except in those involving internal and 
external security; we shall remain in control of those. 


[Question] Then, you are going to create second-rate citizens. You know 
that many Israelis are afraid at the prospect of having to control, to domin- 
ate in fact 1,300,000 Arabs, a "minority" representing over one third of the 
Israeli population. They are already talking about Bantustan, and the 


comparison is not absurd... 


[Answer] I do not agree with this definition. The inhaoitants of Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza will be able to retain their Jordanian citizenship. They will 
be able to consider King Hussein as their king, the monarch of a Palestinian 
state which already exists on the other bank of the Jordan, since Palestinians 
make up 70 percent of the Jordan population. 


[Question] You say that, but you still refuse to let them live at home in an 
autonomous province freed from Israeli domination and associated to Jordan, 
as would be the case under the Reagan plan. Do you definitely reject this 
solution, even if you were offered to maintain troops on the Jordan, as the 


Israeli Labor Party suggested? 
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[Answer] My answer is that this should be definitely rejected! 


[Question] And legally, how can you solve the question of territorial 
sovereignty? 


[Answer] Let us say that sovereignty would not be defined. 


[Question] But what kind of a future do you actually imagine for these 
territories? 


[Answer] In the long term, we can imagine a confederation or an "Israeli- 
Palestinian," but certainly not a "Jordan-Palestinian" federation. 


I Have Full Confidence In My Country's Justice 


[Question] Where do you find peace in all that? I will agree that throughout 
the world people are somewhat too ready to overlook your minimum security 
requirements or the very quality of treaties you might sign with the Arab 
world. But if King Hussein or even Arafat came to you tomorrow and said: 
"Well, allright, we formally recognize the right to existence of the State 

of Israel, and we intend to live in peace with it," with all your "niets" 
would you not find yourself in a very bad position? 


[Answer] Well, Sir, with all due respect to your country and in spite of 
the very sincere friendship I have for it, I shall answer this: would you 
accept your right to exist as a French citizen to be dependent upon Mr 
Arafat's consent? Would you let a Mr Arafat tell you: Well, allright, you 
have the right to be French and to live in France! That would be a good 
headline for your newspaper!.,. We are an old people, you know. We have 
logged some 3,700 years of survival and we have already met many Arafats 
during our existence! 


[Question] Certainly, Mr Minister, but what if by keeping saying no you 
were to lose, I would not say U.S. support, but for instance peace with 


Egypt? 


[Answer] I am not worried at all about that. I know Egypt well and I am 
aware of all it has gained by making peace with us. I also know that you 
have a very likeable and competent minister of defense, but there is no 

hotline connecting us. But I have a direct connection with my counterpart 


in Cairo. 


[Question] If you will allow me, my last question will be a little more 
personal. Is your conscience perfectly at ease after the Sabra and Chatila 
massacres, for which Israeli defense forces are of course not responsible 
although people wonder why they did not do everything to prevent them? 


[Answer] This is a question on which I will not comment. I will only say 
that I have full confidence in my country's justice, and that I cannot think 
of any other state in the world where the government itself would have 
appointed an investigation commission to judge of its action. So, you see, 
democracy is not an empty word in Israel. And this is a guarantee for the 


rest. 
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ISRAEL 


MK MILO DISCUSSES PERSONAL VIEWS, POLITICAL PLANS 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 26 Nov 82 Weekend Supplement p 8 


{Interview by Yosef Shavit with MK Roni Milo: "MK Roni Milo: I Am Still At 
the Beginning of the Road; Peres and Eban Are At the End"] 


[Text] The name of Senator Joseph McCarthy, who in the 1950's conducted an 
unrestrained “communist hunt" within the government and the media in the 

U.S. by making baseless accusations, was drawn this week from the political 
bag of images in Israel. The political opponents of MK Roni Milo, chairman 

of the Herut faction in the Knesset, applied to him the epithet of the "Israeli 
McCarthy", following his attacks upon the Alignment against the background 

of the article which appeared in the NEW YORK TIMES, 


I asked him: MK Roni Milo, what does this epithet do to you? Are you wounded 
by it, are you apathetic, or do you secretly enjoy it? 


Answer: I cannot say that epithets such as the "Israeli McCarthy" cause me 
satisfaction. But over the years which I have spent in the political systen, 
I have developed for myself a kind of internal defense mechanism. When a 
criticism of me is baseless and unjustified, it does not affect me. The very 
comparison between me and McCarthy is absurd, just as calling the leaders of 
the Herut Movement fascists is wrong and lacking all basis in reality. 
McCarthy fought people, and had an adverse effect on the freedom of the in- 
dividual. I am fighting for the way in which I believe, and I see in demo- 
cracy and the freedom of the individual the essential condition for the exis- 
tence of the state of Israel. 


Question: In 1978, you tried to prove a connection between the Peace Now 
movement and the CIA; a short time later you declared! =t ‘1.- education commit- 
tee of the Knesset that you had a list of persons who had "planted the left 

in the broadcasting authority; on the eve of the elections for the tenth 

Knesset you declared that "the next government to be assembled by the Likud 
would investigate the government ministries, and anyone who had a red party 
card, would be booted out", These are only some of your statements in recent 
years. Have you assigned to yourself the task of fighting the "leftist front" —— 
and if so, what methods are acceptable? 
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Answer: I definitely view the left in Israel as a political opponent which 
must be fought, just as the left views me and the Likud as political oppo= 
nents which must be fought, and all methods are appropriate. But I do not 
believe that the end justifies the means, Therefore, I have not always said 
about the left everything which was on my mind. But I am not sorry for what 

I have said, and I do not retract even one word. I said then that the 
activities of the Peace Now movement during the Camp David discussions worked 
in favor of American interests of exerting pressure on the Israeli government 
and weakening its position in the negotiations — and I am still convinced 

of that. So, the possibility that the Americans aided Peace Now is definitely 
reasonable, When I said, on the eve of the last elections, that over 30 

years the Alignment had built an administration according to party, and had 
prevented Herut people from participating in that administration, that was 
precisely what I meant, 


Question: As a disciple of democracy, which you so describe yourself, do you 
find it acceptable to boot out a state worker solely on the basis of his 
affiliation with a legal political movement? 


Answer: I do not think that one has to decide upon the position of a person 
in the state service according to his party affiliation, His suitability for 
his position must be the sole criterion for accepting a worker. Anyone who 
is not suitable, but was accepted on the basis of his party, should leave, 
This is what I meant when I said what I said, 


Question: The public impression has been created that Roni Milo is a one man 
response team who rejoices at every opportunity to sharpen his verbal sword. 
Who in fact appointed you as the trumpet of the Likud? 


Answer: When I respond, I express my own positions. But it is no accident that 
my positions are identical to those of the Likud, for otherwise, I would not 
find my place there. By the nature of things, since I am chairman of the 

Herut faction in the Knesset, I appear at many public forums, and my words 
reach the public, 


Question: You are 33 years old, and in the nature of things your life experience 
is limited. How is it that for everything you have such an aggressive and uni- 
lateral response? Don't you sometimes have doubts? 


Answer: On many issues I have strong reservations, But after I have formuj= 

lated my position, I make it known unilaterally. I am ready to confess that 
sometimes my expressions are spontaneous and sharp, perhaps too much so, 

That is the temperament of a young man who says what is on his mind... In spite 
of the fact that I have been in the Knesset for five years, I am still not a 
polished politician, cautious in expression of this sort. Therefore, the impres- 
sion that I am sometimes too zealous. 


Question: Why don't you shed your parliamentary immunity, as you promised to 


do last week, so that the Alignment can bring a libel action against you for 
the article in the NEW YORK TIMES? 


33 





Answer: Every jurist knows that a civil complaint can be filed against a 
member of Knesset for slander and libel, according to the Slander and Libel 
Law, and the accu. * can be prevented from raising the dd ense of immunity 
in court. This was aone in the case of MK Ehud Olmart when Brig Gen (Res) 
Rehavam Ze'evi filed a2 complaint against him, I announced, and I am not 
retracting, that I would not use my immunity if such a complaint were filed 
against me. On the contrary, I have a great interest in clarification of 

the issue in court. The fact that until now the Alignment has avoided filing 
a complaint against me, or the NEW YORK TIMES and Max Frankel is proof that 
they are not interested in exposing the whole truth. 


Question: This week, MK Abba Eban said the following about yous: "Before this 
evil and lying man was born, I had already fought for the acceptance of Israel 
in the international system. Now Milo, who never did anything in his life 

to strengthen the security and honor of Israel, comes and poisons wells and 
spreads lies", What do you say to that? 


Answer: In my opinion, Abba Eban has lost his mind. His response stems from 
his fear that the truth underlying the NEW YORK TIMES article will be exposed. 
It is worth mentioning that Max Frankel, one of the editors of the paper, 
claimed that senior persons in the Labor Party said many of the things which 
were published. He explicitly said that Shimon Peres did not speak with him 
about the need for reducing American aid to Israel in order to adversely 
affect the Begin government. But he did not say that in reference to Abba 
Eban's comments, with whom he also met. I do not want to weigh the advantage 
and the damage, which Abba Eban has brought to Israel to date. But I am con- 
vinced that if we get into this type of self inflicted injury, Abba Eban's 
position will not be so exemplary as he thinks it to be now. 


Question: The persons whom you attack have a not inconsiderable record of 
action on behalf of the state. Isn't it a bit presumptious for you to level 
criticism at them? 


Answer: If the personal record of political personalities were immune to 
criticism, then it would also he forbidden to the leftists to say anything 
critical of the prime minister or the minister of defense. 


Question: Do you see yourself in the same league with the people of the 
Alignment whom you attack so directly? 


Answer: No, I am still at the beginning of my road; Abba Eban and Shimon 
Peres are at the end of their road. 


Question: From your biography, it is apparent that you studied at the New High 
School in Tel Aviv, which at one time was considered a bastion of the left. 
But your family background is clearly Herut. How did :ou integrate the two? 


Answer: I followed my brother to the New High School, and I was the only 


Herutnik there. After I was elected chairman of the student council, the 
school directress, Toni Halla, came to the council and asked its members: 
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How could you elect this Herutnik? I had harsh political debates with the 
teachers and the students. Possibly, it is this experience which enables me 
today to debate so vigorously with the left, and at the same time to maintain 
good personal relations with people of the left, in spite of the great gap 
between our outlooks. 


Questions As a boy, what did you want to be when you grew up? 


Answer: The truth is that as a boy I always thought of a future as a judge, 
and at the same time I was always involved in public affairs of one sort or 


another. This ultimately led me into politics. 
Question: Do you still think about that route? 


Answer: I still hope that some day I will be on the judge's bench, after 
a period in politics. 


Question: Would you be satisfied today with less than a district court? 


Answer: No. 


Question: The prime minister is, of course, your brother's father-in-law. 
Did this family link help you in advancing your political career? 


Answer: I do not think that the family link affected my political career in 
any way. There are those who claim that he even hurt me at certain stages. 
When the cabinet was formed after the last elections, a deputy minister's 
position was proposed for me. There are those who say that because of my 
family closeness with the prime minister, I did not get the post. In any 
event, it is difficult even for my opponents to claim that I was chosen as 
chairman of the Students' Union in Israel, or before that as head of "Youth 
City" because of my familial connection with Mr Begin. 


Question: Do you meet with him more regularly than other Herut members of 
Knesset? 


Answer: My family link with the prime minister has never affected our working 
relations with one another. In this session of the Knesset, by virtue of my 
being chairman of the Herut faction, our link is closer, because of coalition 
problems and votes in the Knesset. 


Question: How do you address him? 


Answer: Mr Begin. 


Question: In an interview published in the press, you said: "I want to be for 
the Likud what Motte Gur wants to be for the Alignment", Motte Gur entered pol- 
itics at the age of 50, with a military career behind him where he had reached 
the top. You, on the other hand, lack experience in carrying out senior respon= 
sibilities in large systems. How could you make the comparison? 
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Answer: What I said was not published accurately. I was asked if I wanted 
to be prime minister, just as Motte Gi «=. lared that he wanted to be. My 
answer was that «. -~yone in politics ws. so reach an influential position 
in making policy and implementing it. But I have no intention or desire to 
reach the position of prime minister. I do not consider myself appropriate 
for it, and certainly not at this stage of my career. 


Question: You once said: "Today I am at the threshhold". But the facts are 
that you serve as the chairman of the Herut faction in the Knesset, and are 
acting chairman of the coalition committee. You are also a member of the 
Committee on Foreign and Defense Affairs in Knesset, and in addition you 
are the editor of the Likud organ YOMAN HASHAVU'A. What else do you want to 
achieve at this stage of your career? 


Answer: My statement was made right after the cabinet was formed, and I did 

not get the position of a deputy minister, despite the fact that colleagues 

who were below me on the list for Knesset became ministers and deputy ministers. 
I felt that in view of the great support which I had at the Herut Center, 

there was room to work me into an executive position, 


Questions Are you still frustrated because of that? 


Answer: Definitely not. Since the elections, I have exploited the fact that 
I am not serving in a government post in order to do things which I consider 
very important =—=— such as editing the weekly YOMAN HASHAVU'A, and my work in 


the Knesset as chairman of the Herut faction. 


Question: In addition to all of the above activities, you are also maintaining 
a private legal practice. How do you manage your time? 


Answer: I am not active in my private practice. I have partners who are 
running the office. At the same time, I am not abandoning the practice because 
of politics. You never know what may happen. If I decide to leave politics, 

I will have somewhere to go. 


Question: Do you also manage to read books? 
Answer: I try to find enough time to read a book and listen to music. But I 


must confess that I do not have much time for that. Sometimes I have to be 
satisfied with my wife's review of books which have been published. 


Question: What have you read reeently? 


Answer: Moshe Sharett's memoirs, 'Sparks' by Haim Be'er, and ‘Shogun! by 
James Clawell. 


Question: You said earlier that in your opinion there was a place for you in 
an executive position. If you had your choice, which cabinet portfolio would 


you choose? 
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Answer: I have not hidden my desire to become part of the cabinet and to 
strengthen my influence in the realization of things in which I believe. 

If I were proposed as a cabinet member, I would not condition my participa- 
tion on this or that portfolio, but the area that I would like to be involved 


in is education. 


Question: Within the Herut movement there has already begun a war of suc- 
cession, and your name is often mentioned as one of the primary stirrers of 
that stew. Why did you decide to bet on Yitshaq Shamir? 


Answer: I think that the war of succession is premature. In my opinion, Mr 
Begin will lead the Herut movement and the Likud in the next elections. In 
any case I cannot see one person who will be able to fill Mr Begin's position 
after he leaves. I believe that after Mr Begin, a collective leadership will 
lead Herut, consisting of Yitshaq Shamir, David Levi, Yoram Aridor, Arik 
Sharon, and Moshe Arens. I think that Yitshaq Shamir will be at the head of 
that leadership. I value him as a thoughtful and responsible man, who can best 
lead the Herut movement and the government, 


Questions: As the editor of YOMAN HASHAVU'A, to what extent are you involved 
in the practical editing of that weekly? 


Answer: At the beginning of YOMAN HASHAVU'A, I was involved in the active 
editing. But since the work stole my time, day and night, I became only the 
responsible editor. Now I have very little involvement in the day to day 
editing. I believe in freedom of the press, and so I intervene very little 
in the work of the professional staff. 


Questions: Were you requested by that professional staff to suthorize the shriil 
first page which appeared at the beginning of the war in Lebanon? I am refer- 
ring to that first page in which yellow letters on a black background shouted 
"the guilt of the left" and drops of blood dripped from the sub-heading: 
"Challenge to the National Morale... Sabotage of State Interests... Blood 

Libel Against Publicly Elected Persons... Legitimization of Civil War... 
Putting Weapons in the Hands of Citizens of the Country". 


Answer: I was not involved in preparing that page. But in fact I am not sorry 
about the things which were said there. 


Question: Wasn't that page, by any criteria, wildly misleading? 


Answer: There was nothing misleading. The page related only to facts, the 
truth of which I am still convinced. The left in Israel is accustomed to the 
fact that in Israel the press attacks only the Likud, while it is immune to 
attack. If it were only for that purpose that I would have to edit YOMAN 


HASHAVU'A, I would do it. 


Question: Mr Editor, you have already proclaimed your belief in the freedom 

of the press. But before the last elections you said at a public appearance: 
"We will not arrest any newspaper editor -=— but we will settle accounts in our 
own way", What did you mean by that? 








Answer: It is no secret that vefore the last elections, the press was hostile 
to the Likud, and it did almost everything to foil our prospects. When I spoke 
of the editors, I ~«s relating to their appeal to the Likud faction, on the 
eve of the elections, to desist from operating a second television channel, 
for fear that the newspapers would lose advertising revenue. If the press does 
not act properly towards the Likud, there is no reason for the Likud to take 
into consideration the income of the newspapers when deciding whether or not 
to operate a second TV channel. 


Question: Is this threat still in force? 


Answer: I think that we have to set up a second channel as soon as possible. 
It will serve the people of the country, and I believe that it will improve 
the existing channel. I do not care if it affects the newspapers' revenue. 
Perhaps some of the Mapai papers will have to close down... 


Question: Roni Milo, you are a young Ashkenazi, from a veteran and established 
family. Do you think that you are an electoral property for the Herut Move- 
ment, which draws a large part of its support from what has been called the 


"second Israel"? 


Answer: Support for the Herut Movement stems from identification with its 
ideological program, and I see myself as representing that program. You 
already mentioned my family background -—— my late father would begin his 
work day at 5:00 AM and end it late at night. He worked for many years as 

a technician and foreman, and in my house I saw the significance of physical 
labor much more than many of the known workers leaders in Israel. As for my 
being an Ashkenazi, that has both good and bad points, and I do not think 
that exploitation of ethnic origin adds to the health of political life in 


Israel. 
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LEBANON 


FOREIGN MINISTER OUTLINES FUTURE FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 304, 18 Dec 82 pp 18-19 


[Article by George Bashir: "Lebanon: War and Diplomacy; Bold Decision To Do Away 
with 'Services' and To Ask for Committed Political Positions" ] 


[Text] After the government in Beirut outlined its clear plan, 
Lebanon's diplomats abroad also had to be streamlined. 

Hence comes the significance of the meeting between Lebanon's 
minister of foreign affairs and Lebanon's ambassadors to Europe. 
This meeting defined Lebanon's diplomatic and political course 
in the coming years. 


Lebanon's ambassadors to European countries were not surprised by the fact that 
Lebanon's new minister of foreign affairs, Elie Salem, told them last Saturday 
afternoon in Paris, "We want our diplomatic corps to be like one orchestra 
playing the same tune, going in the same direction and following one conductor." 
Lebanon's diplomatic corps has been and still is a replica and a model of the 
central government in Beirut: All the ambassadors know this bitter and painful 
fact [even though] they can do nothing about it. Many ambassadors were pulled by 
the winds of the strange political and partisan disputes that swept Lebanon over 
the past 10 years. Other ambassadors practiced a policy of ‘Hear no evil, see 

no evil." 


Actually, when the ambassadors gathered around their boss, Elie Salem, last Satur- 
day at the Embassy of Lebanon in Paris, they were all aware of the government's 
wish to bring them together, to get their views and to coordinate [efforts] with 
them. They knew that this stemmed from the desire to change the image that has 
been formed since the seventies about Lebanon's foreign policy. They knew that 
there was a desire to make this image unambiguous, pure and truthful. They knew 
that the government wanted to do something significant, fundamental and radical 
so that some of Lebanon's embassies abroad would not revert to being wailing 
walls and import-export centers as was the case in the past. They did not want 
the embassies to reflect an image of disinterest and negligence and to ignore the 


vital interests of Lebanese citizens. 


The meeting between the minister of foreign affairs and Lebanon's diplomatic 
corps was not the first such meeting. In fact, it was the fifth such meeting 
since Lebanon's independence. It was held at Lebanon's embassy in Paris to 
reaffirm the fact that Lebanon is holding on to its deep historical and cultural 


relations with France. 
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Upon receiving the invitation from Minister Salem to come to Paris some ambassa- 
dors wondered about the gravity of such a meeting since most of the ambassadors 
were packing their ‘igs either to leave their posts because they had been 
transferred or they were awaiting the new diplomatic reorganization to find out 
where they will settle. 


Since government is permanent, the minister of foreign affairs seems to have 
wanted to transcend these considerations and to hold an open meeting. He wanted 
that meeting to be a candid one from the outset, a meeting in which the 
diplomatic veneer behind which people, ministers or ambassadors, usually hide on 
such occasions would be stripped. 


In countries that have an ancient tradition of diplomacy people who are not 
career diplomats are rarely appointed as ambassadors except in difficult cases or 
for an overpowering national reason. However, the rules followed in Lebanon in 
the appointment of ambassadors vary with the political, spiritual and party 
affiliations of the families that rule and control Beirut. Ambassadors know this, 
but they swallow this bitter pill because they are its first victims and also its 
primary beneficiaries. This is especially true when we take into account the fact 
that a significant number of them has actually gone through the process of being 
appointed to the diplomatic corps and then coming up through its ranks. Today, 
however, it is this group of diplomats who are victims because despite their 
broad knowledge of diplomacy and despite their competence, the government in 
Beirut is in many cases overlooking all these principles and values and 
appointing ambassadors and delegation chiefs from outside the diplomatic corps to 
placate politicians or spiritual leaders while competent people wait years for 
their turn, for a promotion to the top or for one step up the professional ladder. 


Based on this error that has become widespread in Lebanon, most members of the 
diplomatic corps now devote themselves to [an effort to] win the favors of rulers 
and of those Lebanese or non-Lebanese citizens who have political influence. 
Diplomats ensure the interests of those influential persons, and occasionally, 
they mention their names in international circles so they can hold on to their 
positions. This is what they do instead of devoting themselves totally to the 
service of the state of Lebanon and its supreme interests. 


The ambassadors overlooked all these facts, and they sat around the new minister 
of foreign affairs at the Lebanese Embassy in Paris. As they listened to their 
minister talk to them for a full hour in a new tone, a new language and with a 
new enthusiasm, most ambassadors felt that the government did in fact want to 
improve the standard of its diplomatic corps because it wanted to improve its 
future outlook with regard to developments that are taking place in the world. 


One of the things the minister of foreign affairs told the ambassadors was that 
the new Lebanon which is rising today from the ruins, if not from the ashes, 
wants to have ambassadors who will represent it, speak on its behalf and reflect 
its image. [Lebanon] does not want some of its ambassadors’ representing 
Christians and others representing Muslims. All ambassadors are to start out from 
the premise of political and cultural loyalty to the country and the nation. 


In post-war Lebanon there is one political culture. We have reached a stage where 
we are not to be ashamed of our homeland, even though it has a problem of being 
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occupied. It was natural for the minister of foreign affairs to begin with a 
detailed review of his tour in London and Paris [and his meetings] with British 
leaders and also with the French minister of foreign affairs. He said, "I have 
sensed an understanding and a true desire from all party leaders I met in the 
British House of Commons to work to strengthen the Lebanese government. They 
gathered around me for 3 hours and in a session that was like [one of those] 
general debates that are usually held in Lebanon's Chamber of Deputies they asked 
me about everything. Each one asked a question. Some of them wrote notes and sent 
them to me so I would talk about a certain subject and explain it. This is 
evidence of the fact that British parties are seriously interested in what is 
happening in our land and in the Middle East area. They are interested in what 
the government wants through the vision I clearly presented to British leaders 
and particularly to Mrs Margaret Thatcher, the prime minister. Instead of the 20 
minutes that had been set for our meeting, my meeting with Mrs Thatcher lasted 
for 50 minutes. She told me, 'I want to help Lebanon and help the government 
achieve what it wants. Tell me, what do you want?'" 


Then the minister of foreign affairs turned to the Lebanese ambassadors and said, 
"I did not come to London or to Paris to ask that the multi-national force be 
strengthened and reinforced as has been rumored. I came here and will go to 
Washington to secure a political position that constitutes a political commitment 
from this major, influential international group [of countries] to support our 
just and legitimate demands." 


The minister of foreign affairs went on to say, "Lebanon does not want material 
aid, a mobile hospital, woolen clothing or tents. Lebanon wants countries to 
assume positions that constitute strong and committed political support [for the 
effort] to remove the occupation from three fourths of Lebanon's territory. This 
occupation is tying the government's hands. This time we've reached a national, 
historic decision, and we want to carry it out. We will take advantage of every 
opportunity, and we will not lose the opportunity to ensure for ourselves the 
assistance of the Free World. We want the Free World to help us liberate Lebanon 
from all those who are occupying it without exception. After all the non-Lebanese 
leave Lebanon, maximum intensive care will be devoted to the restoration of 


Lebanon." 


In outlining the new actions of the government the minister of foreign affairs 
wanted to convey to his ambassadors the gravity of any negligence or neglect in 
carrying out the national duty. He explained to them the foreign policy that 
stemmed from one national decision: a concern for the unity of the 10,452 square 
kilometers [of land] after all friendly, fraternal or hostile, foreign armies 
leave the country. This is because Lebanon has decided to do away with others; it 
has decided to regain its autonomy and to rely on its own powers without 
disregarding the fact that it is part of the Arab world, that Syria imparts to it 
the depth that is necessary to its own life and that it is committed to the 
utmost cooperation with it. Lebanon will maintain this course through mutual’ 
respect, and it will also not ignore the need for not turning south Lebanon into 
a second Golan or a second West Bank. In fact, Lebanon is determined to overcome 
and to face all obstacles and difficulties to prevent the establishment of 
settlements in the south. Lebanon will not yield to fatuous prerogatives. Lebanon 
is determined to liberate the country at the lowest possible price; it knows it 
has to pay a price, [and it will pay that price] provided that this price does 
not diminish from its presence, its dignity, its entity, its sovereignty, its 
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territory and its historical ties with its surroundings. Lebanon will treat 
Palestinian civilizns who have legal documents humanely as though they were its 
own citizens. No one an do more than we have done. Lebanon gave them and their 
cause 10 times what anyone else did. Therefore, Lebanon is to be permitted at 
least to evaluate the situation in the light of what its supreme national 
interests require. We have decided not to allow anyone again to destroy Lebanon. 


Lebanon is our country." 


Lebanon's minister of foreign affairs tried to sketch the new political map of 
the world as that is seen today by the government through the struggle of the 
superpowers. Lebanon will not become involved in this struggle so it would not 
perish as bait, as the minister said. The bet on the U.S. initiative will not 
rule out the position and the prestige of the Soviet Union, nor will it rule out 
a forceful pursuit of President Reagan's initiative to solve the crisis in 
Lebanon. Up to this hour there has been no other initiative [to do that]. Lebanon 
is not ruling out a role for western Europe. Lebanon will not deal with either 
the European team or the American team on the basis of a desire to take advantage 
of them, to win them over to its side or even to obtain their support by using 
threats or violence. Both the Americans and the Europeans know that. Washington 
is betting that President Reagan's initiative to bring about the withdrawal of 
all troops from Lebanese territory and to strengthen the role of the Lebanese 
government is still the objective, not only of the U.S. president, but also of 
the entire U.S. administration. 


What is important now in all these activities that the minister of foreign 
affairs carried out--activities which started in London, went through Paris and 
Washington and then back to London where the Lebanese minister met with his 
American counterpart, George Shultz--is that Minister Salem and his adminis-— 
tration follow through on these activities and continue to convey the true image 
of the situation in Lebanon and of the successive developments in the politics of 
the world, particularly western politics. With regard to the situation in Lebanon 
and in the Middle East the question will not come to an end simply by an 
energetic tour that the minister of foreign affairs would carry out. It is 
important that this be followed by continuous action because any failure to 
follow through, and in this situation in particular, will cause everything that 
has so far been done by the government in a short per.sod of time to be lost. 


Some of the things Mrs Margaret Thatcher told the minister of foreign affairs in 
London were enough to keep the minister of foreign affairs forever wandering 
between Beirut and the capitals of the outside world, especially those capitals 
that are considered a party to or closely related to the course of events and 
successive developments in Lebanon and the Middle East. What Mrs Thatcher said to 
the minister is enough to give the diplomatic corps in Beirut and in all the 
capitals [of the world] a strong dynamic charge. Lebanon's minister of foreign 
affairs discovered from the questions the British prime minister asked him about 
the situation in Lebanon that Mrs Thatcher did not have a true picture and 
accurate information to enable her to understand the Lebanese question. She told 
him quite frankly, "I am one of those people who rely a great deal on personal 
meetings. To understand matters, I rely more on personal meetings than on written 
reports."' The minister of foreign affairs told the ambassadors of Lebanon that he 
realized that their mission abroad was difficult like that of the government but 
that it was not impossible. What is most important is the fact that the Lebanese 
government's position is one it should not be ashamed to proclaim or to work for. 
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LEBANON 


ARMY COMMANDER CHANGES PROCEDURES TO PROMOTE EQUALITY 


Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 24 Dec 82 p 20 


[Article by Walid Zahr al-Din: "Important Changes in the Lebanese Army. 
Removing Officers’ Displays of Luxury. Treating Officers, Soldiers Equally."] 


[Text] The Lebanese army is seeing many changes and developments in both the 
military and administrative areas since Gen Ibrahim Tannus took command re- 
placing Gen Victor Khuri who will probably assume a post as military attache 
at one of the Lebanese embassies in a large western state (America or France, 


for example). 


Observers and followers of news and developments in the military establish- 
ment (the army) in Lebanon have noted that General Tannus has made a number 
of changes and decisions which have come as a surprise to many inside and 
outside of this establishment, first because of their nature and importance 
and second because they were taken quickly and just a short time after he be- 
came the new commander of the army. 


One of the public changes which General Tannus made was to tell all army of- 
ficers to return all military vehicles which they were using for private 
matters and to not use them except for specific missions stated in writing 


by relevant military leaders. 


Another change which was also announced stipulated that army officers were 
forbidden from eating with their families at the private mess in the National 
Ministry of Defense Headquarters in al-Yarzah which is about 10 kilometers 


east of Beirut (near al-Hazimiyah). 


In addition to this AL-QABAS has learned from reliable sources that other 
steps, as yet unannounced, are to be taken in the coming weeks and are as 


follows: 


1) Forbidding army officers from entering the ministry of defense headquar- 
ters with their cars, and asking them to leave them outside the compound. 


2) Converting the area near the ministry which was used as a recreation area 
for tennis and horseback riding by senior army officers, including the former 
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commander of the army General Khuri, into a parking lot for officers in con- 
nection with the p: vious step. 


3) Forbidding officers who do not work at the ministry of defense headquar- 
ters from entering it at any time they wish as was the previous practice. 
This step stipulates that they will be permitted to enter the ministry for 
“important matters" stated in writing by authorized leaders. 


4) Requesting the transfer of 2,000 soldiers who are now in the service of 
senior officers to combat roles to be dispersed among combat units in the 


Lebanese army. 


These are the most important steps mentioned by the reliable sources which 
will change many customs which have been practiced by the army since it was 
established when Lebanon gained its independence in 1943 and was led (and 
established) by Fu'ad Shihab who became president of the Republic of Lebanon 
between the years 1958 and 1964. 


It is noteworthy that these steps alter much of the way of life practiced by 
the officers. It appears that the basic goal sought by General Tannus is 
equality among the officers and enlisted men in the army, since a great gap 
had grown between them, according to these sources. 


General Tannus is reported to have said that if this gap had not existed the 
army would have remained unified in the storm of events which has devastated 


Lebanon since the spring of 1975. 


This goal was demonstrated when the new commander of the army received a (pay) 
formula from the concerned departments of the army for his study and approval 
before transferring it to finance offices for implementation. The formula 
called for granting an officer 1,500 pounds for sending his child to school 
and only 175 pounds for an enlisted man. It is said that the commander of 

the army was very disappointed at this difference and attached a note to the 
margins of the formula saying "Why this? Re-study the matter of equal com- 
pensation between officers and enlisted men." 


Those close to the commander of the army say that General Tannus would like 
to shake off the dust that has settled over the military establishment in 
past decades and turn it into a fighting army whose officers present an exam 
ple of humility, sacrifice and emotion leading the soldiers in defense of 
Lebanon. This represents an indication that the new government is moving 
toward the creation of a modern state concentrating on the principle that 
"there is strength in strength" and not on the slogan that has applied to 
Lebanon, especially its foreign policy, that "its strength is in its weak- 


ness." 


These close observers also say that the commander of the army is studying 
very carefully these days the reasons for the success of fighting armies in 
the modern world so that he can benefit from them and create a similar army 


in Lebanon. 
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Naturally, General Tannus does not operate individually but relies on the 
directives and opinions of President Amin al-Jumayyil who said during his re- 
cent trip to the United States, "Give us peace and you will take from us 
things that will astonish the world." 


It is worth mentioning that General Tannus is a hardened soldier in his deci- 
sions. He was injured in the events of 1958 and still carries the scars on 
his stomach, one of his hands and his face. He is known for his vitality, 
dynamism and humility to the point that he shakes hands with the soldiers 
when he enters the ministry of defense headquarters every morning. This is 
something which comes as a surprise in Lebanon. 
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LEBANON 


SYRIA CRITICIZED FOR RECENT TRIPOLI EVENTS 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1367, 14 Jan 83 pp 14-15 


[Text] The bloody scenes in Tripoli are not new. They go back at least 7 
years and therefore coincide with Beirut and the rest of the Lebanese 
cities and regions, some of which have been subjected to hostile Israeli 
campaigns and others of which have been subjectéd to things more intense 
and worse, that is, internecine fighting, slaughters among people of the 
Same group or people who stand in the same trench or those who occupy the 
same position and so on to include people of every affiliation possible 


over the last 8 years. 


However, what has happened and what is now happening in Tripoli, particu- 
larly since the beginning of the new year, exceeds all imagination in terms 
of killing, suffering and destruction and exceeds that which Beirut was 
exposed to after the Israeli invasion in terms of blood, rubble and echoes 
of grief in its streets and districts which came from the houses in which 
children, women and old people are piled. 


If the tragedy of Beirut is associated with "steadfastness" in the face of 
the invading, occupying Israelis, something which lightened the burden and 
helped Beirut bear its wound with patience and dignity, then the tragedy of 
Tripoli is associated with "negligence" of certain families who insist that 
the capital of northern Lebanon remain a bloody field and a place open to 


hatred and the settling of scores with various heavy weapons which kill 
people, most of them children, innocents, active businessmen, laborers and 


those who are forced to leave their homes seeking food for a family shielded 
from society but exposed to artillery and gunfire. 


Things took place in Tripoli in a few hours which did not take place in 

some European cities during World War II, and this is not a random distor- 
tion but a fact and a reality attested to by the streets of the city and 
demonstrated by the cameras which were able to move about among the violent 
battles which, in the beginning, took two axes, the Ba'l Muhsin axis and 

the Bab al-Tabanah axis, then began to develop and expand so that no quarter 
or passageway in Tripoli and its outskirts was outside the reach of gunfire. 


As the regions of Ba'l Muhsin and Bab al-Tabanah became well-known as the 
two battle fronts and for having confrontation lines between them, so other 
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common streets, quarters and squares gained notoriety for being explosive 
locations though they were originally innocent of the game of bloodshed. 
And so to the black list were added the names of places unknown except to 
Tripolians, such as ‘Aqabat al-Zahid, 'Aqabat al-Mufti, Tal'at al-Khuri, 
Tal'at al-Rifa'iyah, and Khan al-Sabun in addition to the names of major 
locations known by the people of northern Lebanon and northern Syria such 
as al-Tal Square, Sha'ir "Azmi, Abi Samra‘, al-Mina' Road, al-Mayyitayn 
Road, Abu-"Ali Boulevard, Cedar Street, Army Street, Syria Street and 
American Square. 


The names of these places became prominent on the list of the war because 
they had become, intentionally or accidentally, the targets of missiles and 
rockets exchanged between "brothers in arms" who are experts in the game of 
firing weapons but who had missed the target intentionally or accidentally. 
The result is that small buildings fall on their residents and the dead and 
injured fall in the streets and at the entrances to houses and behind 


windows. 


One night last week the city of Tripoli was engulfed in a real hell. The 
electricity was off due to the lack of fuel which was nearly impossible to 
transport to the generating plants because of the fighting. Heat was 
limited because of the exhaustion of combustibles such as gas, heating oil 
and benzene and the result was that food had to be eaten sparingly and 
those who did not have provisions lost the necessary nutrition because 
shops and businesses were closed and fruit and vegetable sellers had dis- 
appeared because they had fled with their wagons and displays and the 


citrus and other harvests were sitting and rotting. 


With this situation Tripoli was struck by storms the likes of which had not 
been seen for years. The streets were flooded with rain water and the city 
was hit with north and east winds carrying icy snows to the nearby moun- 
tains and hills. Thousands of families were huddled in the dark but it 

was not long before the city's skies lit up with the fire of artillery and 
missiles and the houses started to be hit with rockets from top to bottom. 
Men, women and children tried to defend themselves in the dark, groping for 
safe passage to sanctuary on the ground floor or in the basement. Those 
standing behind the artillery and the machineguns knew where they were and 
where some of their enemies were so they began to storm the houses one by 
one. One can imagine the condition of the residents of the buildings 

which were subjected to storming by grenades and rpg's. 


The miserable night was followed by a more miserable day. The people of 
Tripoli were kept from sleeping during the night and moving about during the 
day. Some of those who risked moving about because they had to receive 
their share. The scenes were terrible. In the middle of the streets and 

on the sidewalks were dead who could not even be approached for identifica- 
tion. There were injured bleeding to death to whom no voices were raised 
and whom no ambulances approached. There were no telephones working to 
inform someone of where the injured were. Then occasionally a car wouid 
pass and some would try to stop it only to discover that it was already 


carrying two dead bodies in the trunk. 





These are only some of the things afflicting Tripoli. It is as if it is a 
movie script aboi a city not found in Lebanon or as if the director of the 
movie and the write. of the script wanted to strip the city from Lebanon 
after eliminating it and killing it physically and morally. But the script 
is real, written with blood and gunpowder and the city nicknamed the 
"fragrant city" has become a hell trying to cry to the universe for help 
but its voice is strangled and the tragic psychological situation explodes 
again between families. During recent days nervous breakdowns have 
appeared and it has become a common occurrence for people to hear a scream 
in their neighbor's house or in the street coming from a woman who has lost 
one of her sons or from another woman who has lost all hope in escaping 


the turmoil. 


During the times in which the artillery was quiet and replaced by rifle 

fire groups of mothers and fathers would head for the house of (former) 
Prime Minister Rashid Karami to ask him to do something. One day Prime 
Minister Karami was chairing a meeting of the coordination committee which 
was held to deal with the situation in the city when the areas of the fight- 
ing erupted violently and rockets and missiles fell from all directions 
around Karami's house. The discussion stopped and all present turned to 

the gentleman and in his eyes was one question, "What can be done and who 

is able to stop the ‘blood bath' in Tripoli?" 


With all that is known about Karami, his strong nerves, his calmness, 
patience and ability to bear hardships and surprises, perhaps what he 
should have done at that time was advise those around him to go to a safe 
place in the house. However, this advice was not forthcoming. Instead, 
he picked up the phone and called the commander of the deterrent forces in 
the north, General Sulayman al-'Isa, and asked him to do something to stop 
the random bombing which was killing innocent people and forcing families 
in the area to flee and disperse in any direction where they imagined that 


they would be safe. 


The commander of the deterrent forces promised that he would try to honor 
the request but the situation continued at its previous level. Some of 
those present said to Prime Minister Karami, "We must get in touch with 
President Hafiz al-Asad and Abu-'Ammar and any other Arab leader who can 
decisively affect the battle front which is including undeclared targets 
and has become a disgrace to any Tripolian and any other Lebanese citizen." 


Because of this all groups in Tripoli have raised a unified voice calling 
for the evacuation from the city and its outskirts of the deterrent forces 
and all armed organizations, Lebanese and non-Lebanese, and the handing 
over of security to the legitimate government, i.e., the army and the 
interna] security forces. They have done this with the knowledge that 
achieving this will be a difficult matter during the current phase for a 
number of internal and external reasons. This is what (former) Prime 
Minister Amin al-Hafiz implied in his request for any legitimate force 
which is capable of imposing security in Tripoli even if it is the multi- 
national force. 
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Such a request comes as a response to a specific situation. On a similar 
occasion Dr Amin al-Hafiz claimed that there was a need for the multi- 
national forces to enter Tripoli. Many segments of Tripoli backed him in 
this request. The people of the city say that legitimate security in 
Tripoli is a Lebanese responsibility to be taken on by the internal security 
forces who currently have the roads blocked in front of them and are sur- 
rounded in their centers under the threat of being bombed. And so it is 
with some groups of the army who are surrounded and prevented from inter- 
vening under penalty of destruction. Among the most recent victims in 
Tripoli was a Lebanese officer named Niqula Sawwan who was killed in the 
street and whose body remained there for some time before an ambulance was 
able to take it to a military hospital. 


Security in Tripoli is also a Syrian responsibility to be undertaken by 
the deterrent forces who are clashing with a number of local organizations 
the foremost being the "24 October Movement" and the "Popular Resistance." 
These organizations call for the deterrent forces to be relieved of their 
security mission in Tripoli and to withdraw to outside the city so that the 
legitimate Lebanese authorities can assume their mandatory powers and their 
responsibilities. 


But with this reality Prime Minister Karami faces a delicate situation. On 
the one hand he realizes the importance of the Syrian role in Tripoli 
specifically and in Lebanon generally. On the other hand he cannot ignore 
the positions of the local organizations who are operating in a different 
direction. Despite this, Karami confronted the two difficult matters and 
headed for Damascus last week to meet with President Hafiz al-Asad and 
inform him of the reasons that the fuse of the situation in Tripoli remains 
lit despite all the efforts which have been exerted and despite all the 
measures which have been agreed upon and announced, the most recent being 
the decisions taken at a meeting attended by a high-level delegation headed 
by Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 'Abd-al-Halim Khaddam and 


Defense Minister General Mustafa Talas. 


The odd aspect of the matter is that the dangerous decline which Tripoli 
has witnessed during the last week came after the visit of the Syrian 
delegation to the city and after the measures whose implementation was 
agreed upon. Another Syrian delegation was scheduled to arrive in the 
northern capital to examine the reasons for the developments which have 
taken place. However, the weather conditions along with the security 
conditions prevented the delegation's arrival so Prime Minister Karami 
was forced to travel to Damascus. 


Observers said that Karami exerted efforts with numerous quarters in order 
to ensure a period of security during which he could leave the city on a 
specific route. All of the city's entrances and exits were closed and it 
was as if Tripoli were sentenced to live in an isolated prison cell sur- 
rounded with fire while inside it volcanoes of violence were erupting and 


blood was being spilled with impunity. 
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Those who attended the councils of Prime Minister Karami after his return 
from the Syrian « ital heard him say that he was very clear in explaining 
the crisis—the disascer which the second Lebanese capital was experiencing. 
Those listening also understood that Karami had defined the roles and 
responsibilities of those behind what is taking place and had presented 
demands and proposals which he wanted President Hafiz al-Asad and senior 
Syrian officials to adopt "so that the situations do not deteriorate to the 
extent that they become uncontrollable or that their effects cannot be con- 
tained within Tripoli specifically and Lebavon generally." 


Karami did not restrict the information, opinions, proposals and positions 
which he placed before President al-Asad. He also presented him with, in the 
words of Karami's sources, the simple and frank talk which is circulating 
among the people on the street and in their homes. It is talk which, in 

the words of these sources, differs from the talk contained in official 
reports usually given to officials. 


According to information circulating in the councils of Prime Minister 
Karami after his return from Damascus, the Syrian president believes that 
there is a conspiracy against Tripoli whose dimensions go beyond the borders 
of the city and the region and that Damascus is conscious of its responsi- 
bilities toward this situation and will not permit the conspiracy to 
continue. 


A large segment of Tripolians do not agree on the existence of a conspiracy 
of the type discussed by the Syrians. The silent majority in Tripoli 
believes that what is taking place in the city is a first class Syrian- 
Palestinian struggle. They say, by way of explaining the intertwining 
aspects of the struggle, that Syria says that its security is in Lebanon 
and that after its forces left Beirut they were centered around the Biqa' 
and the north and that any request from Tripoli for the deterrent forces to 
move out of Tripoli and the north would be viewed by Syria as a "conspiracy" 
against it. This exaggerated sensitivity is demonstrated in the fact that 
every time the pressure of the Tripoli request increases groups in Tripoli 
supportive of Syria explode the situation. 


Also, the secret and sometimes public struggle between Syria and the PLO 
is well know. It is a struggle whose echo has become louder since the 
siege of Beirut and has now reached the point that the Tripolians who live 
its repercussions are forced to say that their city has become the battle- 
field for the struggle of others. Some Tripolians have gone to the point 
of saying that each time Jordan and the PLO move closer together Tripoli 
and the regions where Syrians and Palestinians are found pay the price. 


In any case, Tripoli is suffering the consequences of their actions and 

in order to calm things down Prime Minister Karami, as usual, informed his 
councils that he was optimistic of important results this time since Syrian 
officials had charged a high-level military delegation to go immediately to 
Tripoli to supervise a complete and final cease fire and to Stay in the city 
until they are certain that all parties are abiding by the decision. This 
would be in preparation to move to the stage of removing all armed fighters 
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from the middle of the city and its residential areas and then enabling the 
legitimate authorities to practice their role of establishing security 
within a specific region extending from the Abu-'Ali river southward, while 
the illegal "joint forces" would be charged with maintaining security in 
another region extending from the Abu-'Ali north to Ba'l Muhsin. 


Despite the description of this solution as being the better of two evils, 
popular groups in the city believe that the natural solution is the removal 
of all foreign armed elements and the turning over of responsibility to the 
legitimate forces. Various communiques have been issued from Tripoli on 
this matter, including the "Islamic Unity Movement" communique which called 
for an end to the Tripoli bloodletting "ideologically, politically, 
economically and militarily which will soon lead to the fall of Beirut and 


the South." 


The communique also stated, "Three delegations have been sent from Damascus 
and it was announced that money was sent for damage reparations (the figure 
of 10 million pounds was announced while the damage to possessions amounts 
to hundreds of millions) and we are asking today: Where are these efforts? 
We believe that a country such as Syria is not incapable of stopping 
criminals if it desires to do so." 


Talk on the subject of conspiracy against Tripoli is manifold but shares 
a common theme that what is happening in the north is linked or coincides 
with what is happening in other regions of Lebanon, especially in the 
mountains and in Khaldah and also in Qiryat Shemona (al-Khalisah) where 
the Israelis and Lebanese are negotiating. The powers which are behind 
the fighting in Tripoli would like to achieve a number of goals simul- 


taneously. 


Some say that these identical incidents put pressure on the Lebanese 
Government and embarrass it in the negotiating phase with Israel. What 
took place in the Shuf is being repeated in Tripoli despite the difference 


in the parties that are behind each front. 


Another group says that those who are igniting the situation are those 
who would like to cover up what is happening between Israel and Lebanon 


although what is happening there is no secret but are negotiations which 
were agreed upon by most Lebanese leaders. 


Yet a third group in explaining what is happening in Tripoli says that 

there are Arab powers who do not agree to the negotiations and want to 

apply pressure on the Lebanese Government so that it will not go too far 

in the negotiations. In other words, the Tripoli events constitute a warn- 
ing to local, regional and international parties who are intertwined in the 
Lebanese crisis not to come to unilateral solutions. If this explanation 

is true then it means that these quarters would like to destroy Beirut, i.e., 
the political authorities, through Tripoli because they are negotiating 

with Israel alone. 





In any case, the price of any one of the above explanations or all of them 
together will be -2id sooner or later with the blood of the citizens and 
their security and interests whether in the north or in the mountains. The 
state of Lebanon wili pay more in terms of its forces or political options 
against Israel, its occupation and its crippling conditions in the negotia- 
tions. 


From this angle, the Tripoli issue, like the mountain issue, is larger than 
Tripoli and more far-reaching and so the solution becomes great. As 
(former) Prime Minister Amin al-Hafiz Says, "What is happening in Tripoli 
is one part of the Lebanon disaster and one episode of the conspiracy which 
began in the 1970's. The solution to the city's problem is not in the city 
alone but also in Damascus and in other international capitals." 


When Prime Minister al-Hafiz was asked about these capitals he said: The 
Saudi capital has a role in a solution to the Tripoli crisis as does the 
American capital. This is what the Tripoli deputy, Dr 'Abd-al-Majid 
al-Rafi'i implied when he urged King Fahd to intervene to stop the bloodbath 


in Tripoli. 


This means that the Tripoli problem involves the whole Middle East and that 
there will be no final and comprehensive solution to it except within the 
context of a comprehensive solution to the Lebanese crisis or who knows, 
perhaps the solution to the city's crisis will only come about when the 
crisis of the whole Middle East is solved, but only if the Palestinians and 
the Syrians stay in Tripoli. 


It has become easy to enlarge the problem and make it of a size that removes 
it from being merely a Lebanese problem. The reality in the political back 
rooms and on the land itself strengthens many of the negative assumptions 
and expectations for the city especially since talk continues of the 
"canton" and partition proposals which are the names of the great game 
promoted by Israel and which, unfortunately, is also being played by 
Lebanese and Arab parties. Those who are escalating the fighting in 

Tripoli are calling on the Israelis to intervene in the number two Lebanese 
city. They do not realize the seriousness of the strategic mistake they 

are making. The arrival of the Israelis in the northern capital means that 
Hims, the Syrian city, would be within range of Israeli long-range artillery. 
Damascus is already within range of its medium-range artillery. So how 
would the combatants benefit if Israel were to enter Tripoli? Would it be 
in the interest of any Arab state to invite the bear into its orchard or 
into the orchards of others? 


CSO: 4404/192 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


NEW DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS FOR MEDINA, KING’S V1 5IT DETAILED 


Jiddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 31 Oct 82 pp 10-11 


(interview with Mr Sa'd al-Nasir al-Sudayri, deputy governor of the Princi- 
pality of Medina, by Ayman Habib; date and place of interview not specified/ 


[Text] Mr al-Sudayri: "Our citizens, with a spirit of 
love and joy, are looking forward to seeing their king." 


King Fahd will soon make the dream of Medina and /ali/ 
Muslims a reality through the accomplishment of the lar- 
gest expansion of the Prophet's Mosque. King Fahd has a 
splendid concept for the future of Medina. 


Large open plaza areas will be set up around the Prophet's 
Mosque in order to provide space for the hundreds of 
thousands of visitors. 


Medina has sufficient public service utilities and facili- 
ties of many types. 


There is no prohibition concerning tearing down old 
buildings and rebuilding them in the middle of the city. 


Medina, the City of the Prophet, has put on its best attire, and all of its 
citizens are waiting, with a spirit of love, joy,and loyalty, to embrace their 
sovereign, His Majesty King Fahd ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. 


It was concerning this joyful reception to be extended to the king by the 
good land of Tibah /Medina/, the visit by their monarch who is the Guardian 
of the Two Holy Places /Mecca and Medina/, the facts surrounding this gra- 
cious visit, and the important historic accomplishments which will be 
achieved as a result of this visit that ‘UKAZ held this interview with Sa'd 
al-Nasir al-Sudayri, deputy gover:wr of the Principality of Medina. He 
talked to us about the past, present, and future of Medina and about the 
great achievements in the field of development which he anticipates for this 


holy city. 
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The Height of Joy 


(Question/ How dc wu view the visit to be undertaken by King Fahd to Medina, 
and what does this visit represent? 


[Answer] The visit to be undertaken to Medina by King Fahd--may God protect 
him—will be an occasion which represents the height of joy for me and for 
all of the people of Medina. It is especially a joyous occasion because the 
king will be meeting with his people and perceiving for himself the feelings 
of love, loyalty, and joy which our people have concerning their leader 

who guides them along their path, and the king will also see how anxious 

they always are to see their leader who is guiding our nation along its 
virtuous path. I cannot express to you in words how anxious our citizens 
are to see King Fahd. It is a very exuberant feeling, and the fact is that 
everybody is eagerly awaiting to see King Fahd. We all know that the king's 
auspicious visits and inspection tours to check on the circumstances and 
situation of his subjects and the conditions of the cities of our great 
country are something which are of great importance and benefit to their 
cities and their citizens. The king himself will be acquainting himself with 
Medina's situation because of his great desire to bring wealth and prosperity 
to our citizens and to expend the utmost efforts possible for the sake of 


achieving this goal. 
Results of the Visit 


(MuestionJ In terms of practical achievement, what do you expect will be the 
results of this gracious visit to Medina by the king? 


[Answer] Certainly the visit by King Fahd to Medina will be of great positive 
benefit to the city. We are all looking forward to seeing these great 
positive results being added to the long list of accomplishments achieved in 
this holy city. We hope that more impetus will be given toward the achieve- 
ment of such accomplishments/ by virtue of instructions given by the king-- 
both through instructions given directly to officials accompanying the 

king, especially the ministers, and instructions given to officials in Medina 


who are directly responsible. 


The King's Concept 


(Question] Since you have been a living witness of the progress achieved by 
the City of the Prophet and know how much it seeks to achieve the highest 
levels of progress, I would like to ask you about the nature of the require- 
ments fof the city of Medina/ which you will be bringing to the attention of 
the king in order for him to give them his special consideration. 


[Answer] Before we consider what requests we will be bringing to the atten- 
tion of the king, /T would like to say that] we are totally confident that the 
king, in his mind, has a complete concept about the situation in Medina and 
about what he is looking forward to accomplishing in the various realms in 
terms Of vital achievements which will provide conveniences for our citizens 
and assure prosperity and stability for them. Also, /we know that the king/ is 
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interested in everything which has been studied and for which appropriations 
have not yet been granted. There is no doubt that the goal of this 
auspicious visit is that the king become familiar with the situation and 
circumstances in this virtuous city. Also, I would like to point out the 

fact that everything has its own absorption capacity, and the same thing is 
true of executive bodies. They have their own absorption capacities which 
they cannot exceed, no matter how large appropriations are. They sometimes 
will find that they are unable to spend the funds which have been allocated 
to them for a given fiscal year. In such a case it must be guaranteed that 
such sums of money, which are allocated for projects without any practical 
use being made of these appropriations, remain available for other bodies and 
parties which might have a greater need for them. The fact is that Medina 
really does have large appropriations. Nevertheless, we are hoping to 
receive even larger appropriations so that the city of Medina may become what 
the king wishes to see it become and so that prosperity be brought to all of 
the city's citizens. 


The Most Important Achievements Being Sought 


[Question/ What are the most urgently needed projects which Medina hopes to 
complete in the near future? 


[Answer] As far as I know, the projects which are considered to be the ones 
most urgently needed have already been approved by the king. Some of them 

are being studied and researched. I feel that the most important of these 
projects is the expansion of the Prophet's Mosque. Right now intensive studies 
are being made on a high level {concerning this project/, and urgent measures 
have already been taken concerning this matter. The king is very interested 
in carrying out this project since it is one of the most important projects 
which both the city of Medina and visitors to the city hope to see accom— 
plished. Right now studies are being undertaken [concerning this project/ 

by the Ministry of Finance and the Superintendency of the Two Holy Places. 


Lavatories at All Locations 


Furthermore, important studies have been undertaken concerning the construc- 
tion of lavatories at all the four key locations around the Prophet's Mosque. 
Higher approval has been granted to have the lavatories constructed under- 
ground so that they will be in locations where they will not be an obstacle 

to areas such as the streets where there is automobile traffic. Work has al- 
ready begun on the implementation of this important project, and it will be 
accomplished in several stages, especially since carrying out this project 
will take a rather long time due to both the importance and enormity of the 


project. 
The King is Hastening to Be of Service to Islam 


The fact is that King Fahd and the Saudi government have tremendous interest 
in completing these enormous projects. There is also no doubt that completion 
of these projects will mean many improvements which will provide conveniences 
for both the people of Medina and those who visit the city. Thisis 
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something which “ing Fahd is well aware of. He always hastens to approve 
any project propos.’ to him which is to be for the benefit of the Two Holy 
Places or Islam. We all remember that it was not long before the previous 
expansion of the Prophet's Mosque was carried out, and now we see that 
another expansion is about to be carried out. 


Is the Study Near Completion? 


Question] What are the features of the expansion of the Prophet's Mosque 
which is expected to be carried out? 


[Answer] These are all matters which will depend upon the results of the 
studies which are currently being prepared. A number of proposals have 

been made, and, of course, the best of them-will be chosen. Perhaps it will 
be considered best to construct two levels, or perhaps it will be considered 
sufficient merely to expand the ground level. But I believe that the study 
now is in its final stages. Naturally, when it is a matter of importance 
and sensitive projects such as these, a great deal of time is taken concern- 
ing them. The reason is that we are not merely dealing with adding somet hing 
new. It is also a matter of linking what is new to something which is 
ancient, and which also represents something important, and thus the project 
must be carried out extremely carefully so that the ancient structures 
harmonize with the modern structures. 


Large Plaza Areas 


One thing I can tell you is that there is a trend towrd creating large 
plaza areas on all sides of the Prophet's Mosque. These areas would have the 
capacity to absorb hundreds of thousands of pilgrims so that there would not 
be any congestion when the pilgrims come--no matter how many of them come. 


The Auspicious Visit 


Muestion/ During the king's visit to Medina, will announcements be made con- 
cerning practical achievements such as /the completion of/ the Koran printing 
complex and the King ‘Abd al-'Aziz Library? 


(Answet/ The fact is that the king's visit certainly is an auspicious one, 

and I believe that the inauguration of the King ‘Abd al-'Aziz Library repre- 
sents the opening of a new window for us to knowledge and culture, especially 
since it involves numerous aspects of knowledge and culture. Furthermore, 
the unveiling of the memorial tablet of the Koran printing complex is con- 
sidered to be one of the most lofty deeds to be undertaken by the king. I 

do not believe that it is either an easy or simple matter to produce 8 million 
beautifully printed copies of the Koran. This is particularly true since 

the effects of these copies of the Koran will be felt throughout the entire 
Muslim world. This will be considered one of the blessed acts which have 

been performed by King Fahd for the benefit of Islam and the Muslims. There 
are also many other examples of such blessed acts. One of the most important 
of them is perhaps the king's great interest in Mecca and Medina. Quite often 
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the king even issues a royal decree granting funds for projects in Medina 
after the budget has been published. We look forward to having the king 
come to Medina every year. 


[Question] Does this mean that serious thought is being given to tearing 
down some areas inside the city? 


[Answer] There really are definite studies concerning having the Prophet's 
Mosque be in the middle of a giant plaza area, surrounded on all sides by 
large open spaces. Certainly a program has been set up for this construction 
in view of the fact that the center of the entire city is concentrated in this 
area. This is true from the point of view of commercial activity, market- 
places, residential areas, etc. For this reason it has been considered 
suitable to set up a program with a time-frame which deals with taking all 

of these circumstances into consideration. 


Our Citizens Are Competing With Each Other to Give the King a Good Reception 
[Question] What preparations are being made in Medina to receive the king? 


[Answex~J We have been surprised hew eager people are to participate in the 
preparations to receive King Fahd. They have all been competing with each 
other to express their joy that the king is coming. This was not something 
initiated: by us. In fact, it was they who insisted on participating with 

us in these preparations. I could show you an order given by the king in 
which he said that he did not want any decorations put up, any festivities 
held, or any other thing done because he was coming to the city. The king 
feels that there is no need for such things. However, our citizens have in- 
sisted on doing these things, and we have been confronted with an accomplished 


fact. 
King Fahd Will Receive Our Citizens 


Furthermore, a king's reception for the citizens is being organized at the 
airport. He will hold a public reception for our citizens and will listen to 
whatever they have to say to him. This is something which we have been 
accustomed to seeing our wise and prudent government do on all such blessed 
occasions, and we are eagerly maintaining this feature of our government 


which we are all proud of. 


Also, there will be a large celebration which the Principality of Medina and 
the people of the city are jointly arranging, and there will be a festival 
which the people of the city have insisted on having in celebration of King 


Fahd's visit. 
Beneficial Achievements in Medina 


[Question] Could you tell us something about the achievements in the realm of 
public services in Medina? 
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[Answer] I can Say that, to a considerable degree, Medina has been provided 
with what it neea~ in most realms of public services. For example, it has 
absorbed many proje:cs relating to the building of educational institutions 
because it has a great number of elementary, intermediate, and secondary 
schools. The city is also fully capable of absorbing many more such schools. 
The city also has the Teachers College, wkth its various areas of spec ializa- 
tion, which is a part of King ‘Abd al-'Aziz University. Also, there is the 
intermediate level college which trains teachers. In addition to all of 
these schools, we have one’ institution which we are all very proud of, and 
it is the Islamic University, which is considered to be one of the Muslim 
world's citadels of knowledge. 


Young women have been no less fortunate than have young men when it comes to 
having schools and study courses being made available to them at the various 
levels of education. This is a brief summary of the educational situation in 
the area of the city of Medina. In addition to this, we have good health 
services. 


The Hospital Meets the Demand, But... 


Question] But they say that the hospital in Medina does not meet the demand 
{For its services]. What is your opinion about this? 


fAnswer] The fact is that the hospital does meet all of the demands required 
of it. However, the situation differs depending on what season of the year 
it is--whether it is the pilgrimage season or the time when people are visit- 
ing the Prophet's Mosque. 


But in spite of this, and because we have kept a close watch on the Public 
Hospital's situation and have become acquainted with the services which it 
offers, we have found that, to a certain degree, it meets the demands re- 


quired of iit. 


In addition to this hospital, there is the Maternity and Children's Hospital, 
the Hospital for Pulmonary Diseases and Psychological Disorders, the Hospital 
for Eye Diseases, and the Hospital for Treatment of Fevers. In addition to 
this, hospital wards have been prepared in the event that any epidemic occurs. 
Thank God no such epidemic has occurred and it has not been necessary to use 
these hospitals wards, even though they are able to take care of hundreds 

of patients. Furthermore, soon another hospital will be completed next to 
Pilgrims’ City, and recently it was handed over to the Ministry of Health. 


In the future we expect to build a very large hospital which will be a 
maternity hospital and a hospital for women's diseases. The land set aside 
for it is still available. I am able to say—praise be to God--that we do 
have abundant services in the field of public health. There are even stu- 
dents who come to the Medina Public Hospital from King Sa'ud University in 
Riyadh in order to take advantage of the presence of the well-trained doctors 


in that hospital. 
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An Excellent Water Supply and Sewage System 


The Water and Sewage Department has accomplished a great deal. In fact, it 
accomplished all of this before its counterparts in the other cities of Saudi 
Arabia achieved their accomplishments. More than 75 percent of Medina is 
covered by water and sewage services. Water is now available in great 
quantities in Medina, especially after it started receiving desalinized water. 
This desalinized water has now been provided to the city in addition to 

the wells at al-'Ayn al-Zarqa'. This has not only enabled the city to be 
completely self-sufficient in water, but has also provided the city with 
available quantities of water to take care of the requirements of the future. 


Very Optimistic 


There are also projects on a very large scale being engaged in by the Minis- 
try of Municipal and Rural Affairs. Land is being expropriated on a broad 
scale in order to improve the general situation in the city, and hundreds of 
millions fof riyals/ have already been spent for this purpose. In spite of 
all of this, we are very optimistic that more benefits will come to Medina 
as a result of the king's visit. 


History and Change in Medina 


(Question The heart of Medina, which constitutes the most important area 
of the city, suffers from a number of problems. The most important of these 
problems are the traffic crisis and the deteriorating condition of the 
small side-streets and older sections of the city. What steps have been 
taken to deal with this situation? 


fAnswer] If we compare the center of the city as it was 10 years ago with 
how it is today, we will find that there has been a great or radical change 
precisely in that area. In fact, one can say that the face of the city in 
that area has been changed. The fact is that an ancient city such as Medina, 
the history of which goes back hundreds of years, should preserve its 

ancient quality so that its historical personality is not spoiled and it is 
not transformed into a modern city such that a visitor to the city cannot 
tell the difference between it and any other modern city. I am affirming the 
importance of preserving the ancient quality of the city. 


Maintaining Medina'’s Historical Personality 


We should maintain Medina's historical personality so that a visitor to the 
city can gain a glimpse of this city's history and how it used to look in the 
past. There is no doubt that there used to be some splendid historical 
areas inside the city of Medina. In this connection I could especially men- 
tion the area where there was a fire near the Prophet’s Mosque. This area had 
been paved with stones during the reign of Mu'awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan, that is, 
during the Omayyad dynasty. But unfortunately the fire devoured all of this 
past, and the only thing remaining is the heights overlooking the Bab al-—Majidi 
area and another similar location containing old Islamic structures. I 
believe that these areas should be preserved so that we can know what old 


59 








marrow streets looked like and what this city used to look like, as long as 
this does not con. ‘tute any danger to anyone. Right now attempts are 

being made to undertake changes in these areas in order that public services 
may be brought there, especially in order that civil defense vehicles be 
able to drive into these areas in case of any emergency. 


The Old City Requires More Expenditures 


In addition to all of this, changing the older part of the city requires a 
great deal of time and requires more time than the time we need to construct 
a new city or put up suburbs adjacent to the new area of the city. Further- 
more, one must take into consideration that the cost of ‘building a new city 
or building suburbs for the new city will not be as much as the cost of 
modernizing the old city. In addition to this, there are large areas 
available which make it possible to engage in modern planning, build wide 
streets, plan these areas well, and guarantee rapid implementation. If, 

in the case of the city of Medina, we look at the outer parts of town, we 
see that they have wide and well-planned streets in addition to modern 
buildings which have been designed in the most modern ways. 


Privately Donated Religious Trust Porperty Is a Barrier 


(Question] We agree with you concerning the trend of preserving Medina's 
historical quality and landmarks. However, /do you agree that/ one should 
also do something about the old crumbling buildings and the danger which 


they pose to people's lives? 


(Answer] Right now you will probably find only very few buildings of the 
type which you are talking about. Certain circumstances are responsible 

for the fact that they are still around. It is a matter of property which is 
religious trusts privately donated by families, the members of which go into 
the thousands. It would be a rather difficult and tiresome matter for us to 
bring together all the members of such a family and get them to restore a 
building of which each one of them owns no more than a tiny fraction. How- 
ever, a study of this situation and these circumstances is currently being 
made in order that the problem be dealt with in a manner which does not 
violate Islamic law and which also is of benefit to the religious trust 
property and those who are the owners of it. As for religious trust property 
belonging to the Prophet's Mosque, it constitutes property which is adminis- 
tered by the Ministry of Pilgrim Affairs and Religious Trusts. We have all 
seen the large buildings which have been put up by the Ministry of Pilgrim 
Affairs and keligious Trusts, and the ministry also has future plans to 
restore all of the residences which have been donated to the Prophet 's Mosque 


as religious trusts. 


Urban Sprawl 


(Question? To what degree does the general plan for the city of Medina 
account for the great development which it is undergoing and the steadily in- 
creasing pressure and congestion which it faces during the /pilgrimage/] sea- 


sons? 
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[Answer] Many of our cities suffer from urban sprawl, and this is also true 
of Medina. Whoever has a plot of land, even though it might be ina location 
which is far from the city, is eager to have it surveyed and put up for sale. 
After such a person receives the money paid to him for it, his job is 
finished, but it is at this point that the difficulties with public utilities 
and services begin. Such a person is not thinking of the trouble he has 
caused by means of this individual act of his and the burden he has put on 
public utilities and the institutions of the government in the field of 

basic services such as water supply, sewage, telephone and electricity ser- 
vices, educational services, etc. 


Determining the Necessary Degree of Urban Development 


The fact is that modern planning trends involve determining in advance 

which areas are to be developed and are to receive public services. This 
makes it possible for all of the services required by our citizens to be 
available to them at the time they are needed. This is considered to be a 
positive trend which puts a halt to actions taken by certain individuals who 
are thinking about selling plots of land 20 kilometers away from the city or 
from populated areas. I believe that we are in urgent need of setting up a 
definite framework for urban development for all of our cities, and this is 
what is being done right now in Medina. There are people who plan on exploit- 
ing the circumstances of the creation of these gaps in urban development 
when there is a rise in the prices of land located between the most recently 
developed area of the city and the zone whose land plots are being sold. 


The King's Foresight 


At this point I am happy to point out the fact that King Fahd made a generous 
gesture in this regard when he ordered that suburbs be built around the large 
cities. This idea shows what foresight the king has and how anxious he is 

to ubilize and develop all areas of the country as well as to take away some 
of the pressure and congestion from the cities. For a long time I was 
privileged to be a party to the planning studies which involve this very 
valuable idea. Their basic aim is to make things convenient for our citi- 
zens and make available all of the services which they need. Furthermore, 
[such suburbs] would provide the type of quiet life which many of us might be 
seeking. 


The fact is that this economic concept reflects the degree and depth of fore- 
sight which King Fahd has. 


[Question] What about the general plan for the heart of the city of Medina, 
especially since we have already dealt with the general plan for the out- 
skirts of the city? 


[Answer] The trends are to reconcile what already exists with what is 
needed by Medina’s modern situation. My belief is that it is not necessary 
that a street in the heart of the city be three or four kilometers long. 

I believe that it is sufficient to improve the streets in the older sections 
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of town so that you can drive there with your car, and I believe that to do 
this would be a , -od thing. In addition to this, we should provide public 
services and, for excmple, construct a park where the children of these sec- 
tions of town can play and also provide parking lots. 


Tearing Down Old Structures 


In addition to all of this, the owners of flimsy old residences could tear 
down their buildings and rebuild them ina way which would guarantee preserv- 
ing the ancient quality of the city along with its modern structures. I 
believe that the existence of the Real Estate Development Fund is serving 
this purpose, especially in view of the great amount of credit which has been 
granted to our citizens via this fund /fo pursue this activity/. 


The Government Must Intervene 


Question] Is it possible to demolish and build structures in the heart 
of the city? 


fAnswer] Why not? I do not believe that there is any objection to rebuilding 
the ancient buildings if the owner of a building commits himself to tear 

down his building in a logical way which will not do ham to his neighbors 

and to those who live right next door to him. In such a case he would be 

able to rent out his premises for a high price during the /pilgrimage/ sea- 
sons. This, for example, would be better than the present situation. 


In general I could say to you that change is taking place every year in the 
area adjacent to the Prophet’s Mosque. I believe that a few years from now 
we will only see modern dwellings there. This is something which is really 
painful for us, and it makes us insist on maintaining the ancient quality 

of the city. I believe that, in the future, the only solution will be to have 
the government intervene and buy some of the buildings for the purpose of 
preserving them and their historical quality. 


Why Is There a Deterioration in the Level of Cleanliness? 


(Question] They say that the level of cleanliness in Medina's various streets 
and sections is not as high as it should be, especially during the pilgrimage 
season. What are the steps that have been taken to deal with this problem? 


[Answer] Let us speak frankly about this matter so that we can appreciate 
the nature of the problems and circumstances which we are all facing. For 
example, most of those pilgrims who come to our city come from rual areas and 
small villages in their countries. As a result of this, they have a very 
limited awareness of what cleanliness is all about. Furthermore, general 
awareness of the importance of cleanliness and maintaining cleanliness is on 
a rather low level. I believe that all of us have seen many pilgrims walking 
around with pieces of paper in which they have wrapped food, a sandwich, etc. 
As soon as they finish eating what they have in their hands, they throw the 
paper in the street. They might also spit in the street or do other things. 
If 50 percent of the pilgrims threw match sticks on the streets, the streets 
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would be full of them. How is it possible to deal with such a situation? 
I personally have taken an interest in the street cleaning process and 
myself have seen that as soon as the workers have finished cleaning the 
streets they become dirty again. This is a result both of dense population 
and lack of awareness of the importance of cleanliness . 


By saying this I am not attempting to defend those responsible for clean- 
ing the streets, nor do I mean to say that those who are cleaning the streets 
are doing a perfect and satisfactory job. I believe that there is a cer- 
tain shortcoming. In addition to this there is little active interest /in 
maintaining cleanliness/. This is especially true because most of the 
fsanitation/ workers have come from some Muslim nations for certain purposes 
such as visiting Medina or for some other purpose, and this is why we have 


this situation. 
What Role Should Our Citizens Play? 


(Question) The fact is that the cleanliness situation is not restricted to 
the areas where the pilgrims are. Is it not true that there are also other 
areas far away from the Prophet's Mosque, such as al—Harrah al-Gharbiyah, 
where there is also a cleanliness problem ? 


fAnswer] In that case I do consider that there is a shortcoming involved. 
This is something which we cannot accept at all. I believe that itis 

the responsibility of our citizens to inform the authorities about these 
matters and tell them about their troubles so that they can do their duty 
with regard to the citizens. Unfortunately many people refuse to accept this 
responsibility, only talk about such matters with those around them, and do 
not trouble themselves to contact the authorities. 


Those Responsible for Serving Our Citizens 


{Question Is it anticipated that the authorities will show sufficient 
interest when our citizens contact them? 


[Answer] I believe that the government has placed a given official in his 
position with the intention of his being interested in the demands and re- 
quirements of our citizens. If such an official does not perform his job, 
then it is possible to find somebody else who is better and who will perform 


this duty. 


9468 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


BANGLADESH MILITARY AGREEMENT DENIED—-Riyadh, 18 Jan (SPA)-—-Citing the left- 
wing paper published in Bangladesh NOTUN KOTHA, the Egyptian AL-AHRAM pub- 
lished a report saying that Saudi Arabia and Bangladesh have agreed on the 
hiring of 10,000 soldiers. The acting minister of information stated that 
this report is absolutely untrue. He said that some foreign and local 
papers, news agencies and other media have dispatched news and information 
on contacts and agreements and have also reported on other political 
matters which concern the state. In this regard, attention must be drawn 
that any such published news that has not come from an official state 
source is not true and represents only its author's opinion. [Text] 
[LD181525 Riyadh SPA in Arabic 1357 GMT 18 Jan 83] 


CSO: 4400/172 
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SYRIA 


STUDENT SOCIETY SCORES REGIME, DEFENSE MINISTER 
London AL—DUSTUR in Arabic No 268, 10 Jan 83 p 24 


[Text] Syrian students in the United Kingdom and Ireland issued a statement 
in the name of their society (the Society of Syrian Students) in which they 
mock the recent statements of General Mustafa Talas, the Syrian minister of 
defense, especially his statement that "We were able to prevent Israel from 
achieving any of its strategic goals in its invasion of Lebanon." 


The statement asked: "What is the strategic goal that Israel has not yet 
accomplished? Did they not enter West Beirut? Did they not force the 
Palestinian revolution to leave Lebanon? Did they not force the Lebanese 
Government to sit at the negotiating table with them? Did they not destroy 
the Palestinian bases in the south of Lebanon? Did they not kill and dis- 
perse thousands of Palestinian Arabs? Aren't these all strategic goals 
which Israel hoped to achieve through its invasion of Lebanon not to men- 
tion the announced Zionist strategic goal before the invasion of expelling 
the Syrian deterrent forces from Lebanon? Didn't this all happen? So 
where is the strategic goal of which Talas speaks and which Israel has not 


yet achieved?" 


The Society of Syrian Students said that the regime of Hafiz al-Asad has 
become accustomed to giving the same old story for years. Each time 

Israel occupies a new piece of territory in Syria or Lebanon they say that 
the enemy did not achieve its strategic goals and they announce that Syria 
has achieved a victory over Israel because it was able to prevent it from 
achieving these goals. The statements of Hafiz al-Asad after the June 1967 
defeat and his horn-blowing after the battle of October 1973 and Israel's 
occupation of other territory in the Golan to the effect that "the enemy 
was unable to achieve his strategic goals" is the best indication that this 
regime only has hollow excuses in the face of losses and defeats. It also 
appears that the strategic goal which they speak of is this regime's fall 
from the throne of power and not Israeli occupation and Zionist expansion 
and other ambitions which the Zionist enemy has achieved in Lebanon and 
Syria. These issues are unimportant in the view of the regime because 
Israel has not achieved its strategic goal. So what is this false goal of 
which they speak? 
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The Society of Syrian Students also said that Talas criticizes Iraq and 
states that the ~~aq-Iran war has frozen the eastern front and has led to 
the destruction or -<iiec army and the economy in Iraq and has sidetracked the 
Islamic revolution in Iran. Is there any native Arab who believes these 
claims? The society said that what has frozen the eastern front is Hafiz 
al-Asad and his military deputy Talas himself since the 1973 October war 
when he put a stop to the fighting and prevented the execution of the joint 
Iraqi-Syrian military plan to attack the Zionist enemy's positions in the 
north of occupied Palestine. Another thing that froze the eastern front 
was the secret alliance between the al-Asad regime and the Carter adminis- 
tration. Another thing that comes to mind is the shuttles of Henry 
Kissinger between Tel Aviv and Damascus and the reasons for them, and then 
Hafiz al-Asad's agreement to negotiate with Israel before al-Sadat went to 
occupied Jerusalem to negotiate with Israel. A speech by William Quandt, 

a prominent member of the Carter administration, delivered at the "Arab 
Egypt" convention held in London last month clarified the ignoble role of 
the Hafiz al-Asad regime in freezing the eastern front. 


The Society of Syrian Students added that Talas wants to convince the Arab 
masses that white is actually black when he says that Iraq is fighting the 
Iranian regime in execution of American and Zionist wishes. The society 
also said that whoever says such a thing deserves to have his tongue cut 
off in punishment for such slander because the Iraqi army which is led by 
the pan-Arab hero Saddam Husayn is fighting in defense of the soil of the 
homeland and the territory of Arabism, a dear piece of which in the Golan 
was lost by the regime of Hafiz al-Asad. The society says that the Iraqi 
army is fighting because the regime in Iran wishes to occupy it and spread 
its chaos there and that Iraq is fighting in defense of Arab rights, pan- 
Arab honor and Arab dignity and not as is claimed by Talas and the rest of 
the gang that is rallied around Hafiz al-Asad. 


In the course of its response the society said: "How can anyone believe 
these lies from the Syrian regime's minister of defense? Could someone 
also believe that the one who is sending thousands of the best young men 
and brave Iraqi soldiers to martyrdom is sending them to serve Zionism and 
imperialism? Woe be unto you traitors and haters. Only God knows the 
extent of the punishment which you will soon receive at the hands of the 
Arab and Syrian people who are now beginning the revolution inside Syria 
against your fascist and non-nationalist regime." 


At the end of its response the society said: "It is better that Mustafa 
Talas not talk about Arab policy or Arab military matters which have lost 
all meaning to him because of the multiplicity of traitorous positions 
which his president, Hafiz al-Asad, draws him into. It would be better for 
him to turn his attention to the plant or animal world and love poetry 
which he is an expert in, as he said in his interview to the magazine 
AL-MAJALLAH, than to remain silent a lifetime on military matters then 
speak blasphemously on the pan-Arab question." 


CSO: 4404/193 
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SYRIA 


MEDICAL CENTER'S ACCOMPLISHMENTS REVIEWED 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 7 Dec 82 p 5 


[Article by ‘Ali ‘Abud: "Shortage of Doctors, Specialist and Nurses, the 
Problem Must be Overcome to Operate the Hospital to Full Capacity'/ 


[Text] Eight months ago, we talked about the Tishrin Military Hospital. 

That was before actual operations had started. We said that the goal of this 
hospital, which accommodates 1035 beds, offers advanced health services to 
the citizens, and obviates their need to travel abroad for medical care, is 
to create a civilized model for the rest of the health-care and educational 
organizations to follow with respect to graduating a number of specialists, 
after the Western nations have closed the door of specialization to foreign 


doctors. 


After less than 1 year since the start of hospital operations, we can say 
that it has begun gradually to achieve its goals: that were outlined for it. 
It has begun to operate some new departments, and its institute has grad-— 
uated a cadre of technicians that will meet the requirements of the military 


hospitals for the next 10 years. 


The most important point of all this is that a scientific study has been made 
to establish advanced studies in this hospital, which puts this country on a 
par with the advanced nations, especially from the point of view of providing 
free medical care to all the people. 


Hospital Departments Currently in Operation 


It would be difficult not to consider it unlikely that all the hospital's 
departments and branches could be put into operation at one time. That is 
due to many considerations, the foremost being the shortfall of doctors and 
specialists, qualifying a sufficient cadre of technicians and finding the 
required number of nurses. Therefore the first step was to equip the hospital 
with specialized, high-precision equipment, the likes of which will only be 
found in international hospitals, and then, after that, proceed to gradually 
open the departments whenever resources were provided for that. 


For a hospital such as Tishrin, it was necessary to follow such a course 
since, as is well known, it is composed of 10 floors, containing hundreds of 





rooms and scores of departments and wings. The operating rooms and labora- 
tories are equip d with the most modern equipment known to the world, most 
of which has come iiito the country for the first time, such as photographic 
equipment and equipment to compare and map muscles for nervous diseases. 


We have learned that, during the past few months, a number of the hospital's 
departments have been opened, despite certain difficulties that were standing 
in management's way. The hospital's director, Brig Gen Dr "Ammad Bisharah, 
talked about these departments. He said that Yishrin Hospital was one of the 
very largest hospitals, since it contains 1035 beds and all the branches and 
sections of medicine known so far in the world. In view of the shortfalls 

in available cadres in the country generally, and at Tishrin in particular, 
"we decided to open this hospital gradually, commensurate with the existence 
and preparations of the various technical cadres, such as doctors, techni- 
cians and nurses, and especially the nursing system." 


Dr Bisharah added that, during the last 8 months, the hospital was able to 
open a large number of departments, so that those working in them currently 
are treating some 400 patients a day on a continuous basis, and 500 patients 
on an average per day who are being treated in outpatient clinics, without 


requir ing a stay in the hospital. 


The branches that Tishrin is currently operating, as enumerated by the direc- 
tor general, are the osteopathic outpatient department, the kidney and 
urinary outpatient department, three departments of general surgery (dental, 
fractures and eye surgery), the department of internal medicine, which in- 
cludes cardiac, alimentary, chest, anatomy, psychology, pediatrics, gynecolo- 
gy, obstretics, kidney diseases, intensive care and first aid. 


Apart from the operation of these departments, supplementary examinations 
are currently being done in the hospital, such as x-ray examinations, axial 
layered photography, and mapping tests for the brain, muscles and the like. 
Dr Bisharah stressed that the iaboratory in which virtually all tests can be 
conducted, including hormonal tests, is considered one of the most advanced 
laboratories in the world. Some of the tests performed there are not avail- 
able'in the country's other hospitals, such as axial layered photogrpahy. 


Contracting For Doctors to Open Some of the Sections 


We have made it clear that, within a short period of time, Tishrin Hospital 
has been able to operate important and diverse departments and to treat 500 

in the outpatient clinics and 400 patients on a permanent basis inside the 
hospital. This is not an easy matter, with regard to a new hospital, in light 
of the shortage of specialists, and especially the shortfalls in the nursing 
System, to which Dr Bisharah has referred more than once. He has called for 
rapid solutions to this problem. He told us frankly: "Give us a nursing 
cadre, so that the hospital can operate at full capacity for you and with the 
best methods as followed in hospitals of the world." 
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Despite these difficulties, the director general assured us that, during 
the next few months, the hospital would open the rest of the sections and 
departments, such as general surgery, osteopathic surgery, cosmetic surgery, 
heart and neuro-surgery, burns, the general medicine branch and the center 


of nuclear medicine. 


Regarding the way in which the administration will deal with the matter of 
specialists and provide them for the hospital, Dr Bisharah said that it will 
be done through contracting with Syrian experts living abroad, with Arab 
experts and with foreign experts, especially in the specialties of heart 
surgery, neuro-surgery and burns. 


If all these words mean anything, in our view they mean that the medical 
centers in our country have become able to accommodate all the /word indis- 
tinguishable/ and the highly-specialized medical knowledge abroad. It also 
means that the students who have found it difficult to find work in our 
general hospitals, in those fields in which they specialized abroad, have 
become able to work in all specialized branches no matter what the type, 
because Tishrin Hospital, as the director previously told us, will encompass 
all branches of medicine so far known to the world. 


In addition to all that, many of the patients, who did not have the material 
resources to travel abroad for specific operations, have now become able to 
have these operations within the country, since the Tishrin center is now 
capable of receiving specialized doctors from all parts of the world to per- 
form necessary operations, as well as in our other hospitals, which have 
been equipped with the most modern machinery in the world. 


We should make mention of the considerable resources of the Tishrin center, 
through its ability to accommodate a large number of doctors, technicians 
and nurses. As Dr Bisharah said, the hospital will be able to accommodate 
100 specialized doctors, 110 resident doctors, 1200 nurses and up to 300 
technicians. Of these numbers, there are currently available in the hospital 
40 specialized doctors, 80 residents, 56 female nurses and 168 male nurses, 


and 165 technicians. 
Why the Shortfall in the Number of Nurses? 


We noted from the number of nurses working in the Tishrin Military Hospital 
that there is a significant shortage, since the number available does not 
exceed 244 [Sic] nurses, while the complement is 1200. This means that the 
hospital would suffer from a shortfall of 976 nurses if it operated all its 
departments. The question that we put to Dr Bisharah was, why is there a 
shortage of nurses? Why is the hospital unable to obtain this number, espec- 
ially since it has its own nursing schodl? It is assumed that it would grad- 
uate a sufficient number of nurses in the various specialties for Tishrin and 
the rest of the hospitals. The director general said that the problem of 
nurses is one of the general problems suffered by the public health sectors 
in this country. The reason for that is the paucity of interest among young 








women for working in tle nursing profession. Dr Bisharah suggested, in order 
to solve the short. * of nurses, that certain incentives be provided in order 
to encourage young women to enter ihto this kind of specialization, such as 
raising salaries and ailowing them to share in some of the rights that a 
women would enjoy in other professions, such as the right to join in resi- 
dential cooperative associations. On this basis, one could say that the 
problem of obtaining a full complement of nurses will continue to exist, 
until we find rapid solutions for it. In any case, we must not downplay the 
importance of this problem, because the nursing element is one of the funda- 
mental elements, if we want any of the departments operating in any of the hos- 
pitals to reach the form which must be obtained. If the matter is one of 
obtaining a cadre of nurses, there is also the matter of obtaining the 
technical cadre. Their minimum number was fulfilled in the center, after 
300 technicians were graduated from the center's health institute. Of that 
number, 165 are in Tishrin, while the remainder were distributed among the 
military hospitals in the country. They are sufficient for them for the 

next 10 years, as the director general previously noted. Those technical 
assistants were trained to work in the anesthesia section, the laboratory, 
pharmacy and the physical therapy and x-rays sections. Accordingly, the 
institute was turned into a school for nursing studies, in addition to the 
nursing school in the hospital. However, there is currently only 60 
students in these studies for the reasons that were previously mentioned. 


The Medical Center, Academy and Treatment Simultaneously 


When we try to enumerate the accomplishments and developments that have 
occurred in the Tishrin Military Ho pital, after only 8 months of operation, 
we find ourselves confronted by an important number of these accomplishments. 
The director general was able to summarize them in three main categories: 
administrative arrangements, the establishment of advanced studies and pro- 
viding the medical and technical apparatus to operate the specialized 
departments that have opened during this period. 


With regard to treatment, about 20,000 have been treated, of whom more than 
1000 had surgical operations. Regarding administrative, regulatory measures, 
Dr Bisharah told us that many lectures had been delivered, including 250 
lectures to the nurses,’270 lectures to the resident doctors and more than 
50 lectures to all the doctors of the hospital, both specialists and resi- 
dents. In addition to all that, work has begun to prepare a program of 
advanced studies, in accordance with a memorandum of the Ministry of Higher 
Education, sent by the director of the Office of Medical Services, to create 
advanced studies in the Office of Military Medical Services, in order to 
graduate specialists in the various branches of medicine, along the lines of 
the advanced studies carried out by the Ministry of Higher Education. 


Dr Bisharah said that the Tishrin Medical Center is equipped to be a teaching 
center and a treatment center at the same time. Regarding treatment, it has 
several advanced specialized departments, which are not available in other 

health sectors. The center is also distinguished by having a well-equipped 


first aid department, containing 18 beds. 
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The presence of advanced medical departments, such as heart surgery, neuro- 
surgery and burns, and which require diverse specialization, allows the open- 
ing of advanced studies. The director general added that some types of 
diseases that were treated outside of the country will be possible to 

treat here, after the opening of sections in the hospital, especially since 
the diverse and high-cost equipment will be able to provide the various 

tests necessary for operations such as these. 


Medical Center To Assist in Diversifying Specialities 


In most treatment cases, we face a shortage of specialized doctors to treat 
such cases as heart surgery. We directed this qeustion to the director of 
Tishrin Medical Center. We inquired as to whether this hospital suffers 
from such a shortfall, and especially in each branch of medicine. 


Dr Bisharah said that these specialities and employment requirements required 
apparati that cost millions. Therefore, it was not within the ability of 

the surgeon to employ them in his clinic. Moreover, it was impossible for 
the surgeon to benefit from them outside of normal business hours, if he 

was working with the public sector. Therefore, it is possible to explain the 
shortfall in the number of specialized doctors in some diversified branches, 
because doctors usually specialize in fields in which they can make a profit. 
As for countries inwhich doctors generalize, this problem is basically can- 


celled out. 


In opening a number of public hospitals in the country, especially hospitals 
belonging to the Miniscry of Defense, the latest of which is the Tishrin 
Military Hospital, we believe that it will, during the next 10 years, make 
available specialities in all branches of medicine, especially those complex 
specialities, such as heart surgery, because these hospitals have been 
equipped with the most modern equipment, which will permit the treatment of 
all types of cases. The establishment of advanced studies in Tishrin Hospi- 
tal, and other hospitals, will most certainly lead to the availability of 
everything from theoretical studies, to those practical studies that become 
available with modern laboratory equipment. 


Program for Performing Complex Surgery 


In fact, the Tishrin Medical Complex is qualified to perform many different 
operations, including what is ordinary.and what is special, requiring specific 
techniques not available in other hospitals. 


With regard to these operations, we can mention one that was performed about 
2 weeks ago on a citizen who had been suffering from an inflemation in the 

left leg for about 10 years. This caused him intense and constant pain. It 
made him unable to stand without a crutch, and he had great difficulty both 


in sitting and standing. 


Dr Bashir al-Halbuni, who performed this operation, said that the patient 
could not walk for any distance because of the pain. The site of the afflic- 
tion was at the knee, and specifically, at the articulated interval between 
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the end of two bones, where an erosion of this interval resulted in 
friction between » two bones. Their surface was destroyed, which resulted 
in one leg becoming shorter than the other. Dr al-Halbuni stated that this 
operation, which is called replacing the hip socket with a complete arti- 
ficial leg, is not unique in this country. Similar operations have been 
performed in Syrian university hospitals. But what is new in the operation 
is the technique and type of joint. It is the first articulated operation 
performed in Tishrin since its opening. 


The industry produced modern joints, in terms of a specific nature and pro- 
duced the artificial receptacle. There are devices to counter the vibraticn 
that is caused by friction, so that the artificial joint must be changed 
every so often. In the past, one of the most important problems in this 
operation was the possibility of displacing the joint, but today, thanks to 
modern manufacturing methods, the back part of the receptacle is much longer 
and that prevents displacement. Dr al-—Halbuni added that the operation took 
3 and 1/2 hours, but in advanced international centers, it usually takes 

2 hours. This disparity is in connection with the eadre qualified for such 
an operation. It requires a high degree of sterilization, as well as con- 
siderable expertise on behalf of the specialized assistants and nurses. It 
is hoped that Tishrin Hospital will become as proficient as the international 


centers. 


Regarding the direct results of the operation, Dr al-Halbuni said that all 
signs indicate success, and that it was expected that the patient would be 


walking in a few days. 
Regulations in Effect in Hospital Bsanches 


We toured Tishrin Military Hopsital, and we noted two matters that attracted 
our attention. The first was the presence of a number of military policemen 
at the main entrance, where some of them were taking packages of cigarettes 
from visitors, in compliance with mandatory regulations against smoking. 
The second matter was the spotlessness clearly evident in the rooms, wards 
and walls. Our attention was attracted because we have often inspected our 


public hospitals. 


We also noted that there was aspecific system tokeep matters flowing natural- 
ly. These observations caused us to inquire about the administrative and 
educational regulations that are putting the hospital into such an outstand- 
ing form, a form that we would like to see in all public hospitals. 


The director general told us that the goal was to put Tishrin Hospital on a 
par with world hospitals, with regard to treatment and education, so that 
maximum possible benefit can be derived from the cadres working in the hos- 
pital. Management has adopted many administrative and educational regulations, 
in order to achieve a group of goals, such as putting an end to the negligence 
that is one of the most important causes of deficiencies, putting an end to 
every moment of idleness, achieving medical and humanitarian services for 

the patient to the best extent possible, achieving training for residents, 
nurses and all workers, achieving an increase in information for specialists, 
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through encouraging them to prepare medical readings, and to achieve serious 
discipline for all elements. 


Dr Bisharah added that to achieve those goals, he had given each department 
or branch chief all the administrative and technical authowity for his 
area, so that he can supervise all workers, define the responsibility 

of each person and give a detailed report called the daily situation. 


Four assistants were appointed for the chief doctor, for nursing affairs, 
doctors, residents and specialists. Duties were defined for each worker in 
the hospital from the doctor down to the matron. Various committees were 
formed for all activities, such as the committee to supervise operations and 
surgical departments, a committee to investigate grievances and a committee 
to impose fines. Moreover, a program of daily and weekly duty rotation was 
organized for the chief duty doctors and specialists in each branch. A 
military police group was formed to help maintain discipline. 


Dr Bisharah added that, in addition to these measures, a meeting for sur- 
geons is held each Thursday, to discuss surgical activities and surgeons’ 
requirements, and to discuss ways and means to further the development of 
surgery. A meeting for heads of branches and departments, and the assistants 
of the chief doctor, is held every Monday, to discuss all matters and the 
requirements of all departments of the hospital. As a result of this, ad- 
ministrative orders and instructions are issued. Dr Bisharah remarked that 
this meeting is tantamount to a meeting of the hospitals’ board of directors. 


An observations log has also been opened in each branch, in which the 
patients can record their observations about the care or lack of care that 
they received in the hospital. This is under the supervision of the secre- 
tary and free from any nurse's influence. 


As for the educational regulations, Dr Bisharah said that the nurses in each 
branch take lessons on a daily basis, in which all errors committed by the 
nurses in each branch and department are registered and compiled, so that 
they can be discussed by the chief of nursing and one of the specialists 

in a public lecture, held every Thursday, in which guidance is given to cor- 


rect these errors. 


The resident doctors receive daily lectures, in such a way as to make certain 
that there are three lectures each week regarding each branch of medicine. 
This is the same as all international university teaching hospitals. In 
these lectures, actual cases and errors are discussed. Scientific subjects 
are presented to all doctors of the hospital on Saturdays and Wednesdays. 

The heads of branches, along with their doctors, hold educational forums 

to study whatever is new in the world of medicine. 


How Patient Treatment is Conducted in the Hospital 
This question is probably on the mind of every patient or citizen who enters 


Tishrin Hospital. With regard to detailed answers to this question, Dr 
Bisharah said that the hospital admits patients in accordance with an 
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appointment that determines the number of patients per doctor in the out- 
patient clinics, . *h the exception of nighttime first aid cases, where 

the patient is give .irst aid and then returns at once to his unit. If 
his case requires retention in the hospital, he is referred to the depart- 
ment concerned. There are cases which require retaining the patient for up 
to 24 hours, in order to diagnose his particular case. However, there are 
unusual cases, and first aid treatment includes all emergency cases. 

Dr Bisharah emphasized that first aid in the Tishrin Hospital is distin- 
guished from the rest of the hospitals by its equipment and rapid treatment 
for all cases that come in. It has now become possible for all citizens to 
undergo tests with the axial layered photography, treatment with the artifi- 
cial kidney and wit) surgery for heart diseases, in exchange for very modest 
fees, and that for approximately 30 weeks, in addition to treatment for 


burns for all citizens. 


Regarding the care of patients within the hospital, the director discussed 
the operations and special systems in this regard. He said that the 
resident at night gives the chief of the branch and the specialists an idea 
of the case or complaint of each patient in his branch, beginning at 0730 
up until 8:00 pm. The branch chief, along with the specialists, visits 

the new patients in the branch every day and conducts discussions to diag- 
nose the case and select the best form of treatment. In the morning the 
resident doctor carries out the specialists’ plan by conducting the labora- 
tory tests for the patient, performing the treatment and instructing the 
nurses. In the afternoon, he visits the patients, examines their condition 
and contacts the duty specialist, in the event he is required. 


As for theresident's night duties, he examines the patients, studies their 
condition and supervises applying the nursing care, in order to give the 
head of the branch an idea of their condition the following morning. 
Accompanying all of these services is the nursing apparatus, undertaking to 
care for the patient, giving the prescribed medicines, supervising his 
cleanliness and providing nourishment. 


It is clear from all this that the Tishrin Military Hospital, through these 
administrative regulations and educational arrangements, and the ways it 
uses to serve the patients, has in fact become, as we mentioned at the out- 
set, a civilized model for health-care services and teaching methods, which 
place it on a par with the advanced nations. 


7005 
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AFGHANISTAN 


DEPLOYMENT, TACTICS OF MUJAHEDIN DESCRIBED 
Rebel Base Dominating Countryside 
Brussels LE SOIR in French 28 Dec 82 p 5 
[Article by Alain Chevalerias: "On the Borders of the Red Empire, Afghanistan") 


[Text] On 27 December 1979, 85,000 Soviet soldiers (the number has subsequent- 
ly gone up to more than 100,000) penetrated into Afghanistan to put one of 
their own, Babrak Karmal, into power in Kabul. Moscow thought that the Afghan 
people would accept without difficulty this change of regime that would put an 
end to the ferocity of Kabral's predecessors and to the fratricidal and incred- 
ibly bloody struggles that pitted the Khalq and Parcham factions--both of them 
claiming to be socialist--against one another. But the Soviets’ entry into Af- 
ghanistan has settled nothing. A resistance that controls almost all the coun- 
try, with the exception of the main roads and a few population centers, has de- 
veloped in the country. The Soviet Army comes out of its cantonments only to 
launch inconsequential offensives or carry out bombardments, which much evi- 
dence indicates is often done with gas and chemical products. The Afghan Army 
has no more than 25,000 men, and there is hesitation in amaing them, for fear 
that they will desert with their weapons, as so many of their comrades have 
done. The country is in ruins. Three million Afghans have had to leave their 
country. The countryside is empty, since the peasants no longer have means of 
subsistence and have taken refuge in the cities, where it is the Soviets who 
have to feed them. 


There has been much talk, since Mr Andropov's arrival in power, of a possible 
Soviet disengagement. That it is necessary is obvious. That there is a way 
for the Red Army to leave the country without leaving only hate behind it is 
highly improbable. Now this would be the firsc time in its history that the 
USSR had to abandon a conquest and admit a defeat. Such is the Afghanistan 
from which Alain Chevalerias, a French journalist whose profession has led him 
to report from many countries at war, has just returned. The experience has 
been useful to him in this case, for it has enabled him to travel in regions, 
right up to the borders of the USSR, where it is extremely rare to go. Most of 
the other reports that come in from Afghanistan generally relate only to the 
zones close to the Pakistani border. 
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I. In a Resistance Base 


"The army stopped us at Malmol, in our village, at the beginning of the winter 
2, See 


The name of the man speaking is Abdul Satar. He lifts his cup of green tea 
with a trembling hand. Barely 50, he already looks like an old man. His com- 
panion, Abdulla Mit, huddles under his long-tailed shirt. Both are just out of 
prison. In ‘he half-light of the grotto, the several mujahedin present are 
quiet and respectful. Abdul Satar continues: "The soldiers took us to Mazar-I- 
Sharif, with 30 other villagers." 


"Were you armed? Did you fight with the mujahedin?" 
"No, we are only farmers. At the beginning, we were considered political pris- 


oners. Some Communists among us interrogated us. Then two Russian officers. 
One in Soviet uniform, the other in Afghan uniform. An interpreter helped 


them." 

"Were you tortured?" 

"Yes, three times, with electricity." 
"How?" 


"Electrodes were put on our feet and under our tongues." 
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"Only on the feet and tongue?" 


The miserable man hesitates. He is ashamed. In a choked voice, he admits: 


"No, somewhere else too." 


Exhausted, the men drop onto the dirty blankets that cover the ground. Here, 
the earthen walls protect us from the heat of the sun. A samovar, the only 
piece of furniture, warms the tea. A pestilential odor invades the wretched 
hostel: the men remove their shoes before swallowing a slab of unleavened 
bread. It is practically our only nourishment for 15 days. The two sick mer 
breathe painfully. How could they regain their health while marching 10 hours 
a day with nothing, or nearly nothing, to eat? 


Outside, brimming over with authority and energy, the young leader, Said Khal- 
il, has the four donkeys and two horses loaded. His turban, thrown backward, 
releases a lock of wavy hair. His Chinese Kalashnikov is balanced on his 
shoulder. Like the others, he wears a shirt that falls down to his knees, over 
a pair of baggy pants. His canvas cartridge belts hug his chest over a green 
jacket. He comes into the only room in the shelter, where we are going to 
sleep--anywhere possible, 35 of us in a space of some 20 square meters. He be- 
rates a mujahed who has left his rifle on the ground, and sits down, his back 
resting against the weapons that the group is bringing back from Pakistan. 
There is a little of everything in this incongruous arsenal: hunting rifles, 
old British Enfields, and even an elegant pistol with a mother-of-pearl grip. 
But the Chinese materiel predominates, easily: AK-47's copied from the Soviet 
model, rocket-launchers, antitank mines, explosives and munitions. On the 
road, we have outstripped other caravans, loaded with heavy machine guns, dis- 
assembled and loaded onto donkeys. The muzzle of a B-10 cannon occasionally 
pointed out from under a carefully tied-down canvas cover. All made in China, 
as the interpreters admitted with some hesitation. 


Other groups crossed our path: some from the Jamiat, like ours, others from the 
Arakat or the Hezb-I-Islamil--the former without weapons, their faces sunken 
with fatigue. They were heading south to receive some elemental military 
training in the camps on the border. On their return, they would in turn es- 
cort these convoys that supply the guerrilla forces. 


The next day, the first light of the day found us already awake and ready. The 
animals tore out with their teeth a last clump of sharp grass. But Said Khalil 
does not forget that it is the hour of prayer. The men throw their "patous''2 
on the rubble and, barefoot, kneel facing the west. How many understand the 
verses from the Koran that they recit in Arabic? Few, doubtlessly. But they 
prostrate themselves with faith, imitating the imam who guides them. This man 
with strange Asiatic features dreams of visiting Arabia, the land of the proph- 
et. Farther on, a sentinel keeps watch, protecting his comrades' meditation. 
All around, the landscape of rock and steppe remains silent. As if petrified. 


A Country in the Hands of the Guerrilla Forces 


And the march resumes. FExhausting. The sun becomes imperious, more implac- 
able. Yet conversation and jokes go on at a good clip. I have never seen hap- 
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pier people than these Turkomans with their narrow eyes, the Tajiks with their 
dark skin and the beks with their light color. Influenced by the old Persian 
culture, their behavisr constrasts with the more proud and arrogant behavior of 
the Pachuns of the south of the country. 


We descend one pass and climb up another. At the bottom of the valleys, a line 
of poplars signals water and life. Sometimes we cross barren plateaus; other 
times, rich agricultural regions where the villages nearly touch one another, 
where the parcels are separated by irrigatior canals. We pass under walls of 
farms, veritable feudal castles, with their battlements and their tight loop- 
holes. The cakes of cow dung that will fuel the hearths this winter dry out on 


the roofs of the houses. 


In the Zadran valley, the population has deserted the villages. The piles of 
collapsed sun-baked bricks, the sections of wall showing the impact ot bullets, 
and the broken ceramic pots among the runis: all this expresses the violence of 
the fighting. Dozens of wrecks of armored vehicles lie inert alongside the 
tarred road: BTR-60's or 152's, T-54's or BRDM's are only rusted sheet-metal. 
The mujahedin have stripped them of their weapons, radios and even seats. 


We generally move in the daytime, out of the range of action of the Soviet-Af- 
ghani planes and helicopters. We even borrow a wobbling truck, decorated in 
gaudy colors, for more than 100 kilometers. In the prefecture chief-towns, the 
buildings abandoned by the administration say clearly that the country has 
passed into the hands of the mujahedin. 


A Charismatic Leader 


The sentinel draws up in front of us. A Soviet Takarov pistol is at his belt. 
His Kalashnikov is pointed in our direction. Said Khalil hands over the pass 
issued by the Jamiat authorities based in Pakistan. Without taking his eyes 
off us, the man hands the paper on to an anonymous hand that comes out of the 
hiding of a grotto. A bird of prey crosses the sky between the two cliffs that 
frame the pass. Silhouettes appear in the dark Shadows of the surrounding cav- 
erns. From afar, the mujahedin observe the foreigner who is paying a visit to 
the Atghan resistance. We have reached the end of our trip: the rebel base of 


Tanguy Malmol. 


On a signal, we both enter a shelter cut out of the rock. With their backs 
against the irregular vaults of the small redoubt, men of all ages talk in low 
voices. Zadiullah Khan receives us standing. A broad smile lightens his face, 
which is framed by a worthy beard. Rather round and small, he has nothing of 
the guerrilla chief about him. Nevertheless, he commands the region of Mazar- 
I-Sharif and leads several thousand mujahedin. His authority extends beyond 
the partisans of his party to those of the other movements. So far away from 
the politicians installed in Pakistan, it is necessary to organize well and un- 
derstand one another well. 


With a calm gesture, he invites us to take a place on a blanket--among his dis- 
ciples, one might say. Only Zadiulla Khan's weapon, propped against the wall, 
reminds one of the proximity of the war. A strange command post, this place 
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where the chief receives his assistants and the emissaries from the villages 
around the kettle for the green tea. Sheafs of papers sleep on a low table. 
In a corner, Soviet ammunition boxes are used for storage. Amachronistically, 
an electric light bulb swings from the end of a wire. 


Here, speed seems incongruous and time an everyday commodity. The hours flow 
by, lightened by conversation in which English and Dari? are mixed. Gestures, 
more explicit, are often substituted for words. The foreigner, finally admit- 
ted, is going to be able to visit the camp. 


The Eagle's Nest of the Mujahedin 


The brook of clear water winds over a pebbly bed, overhung by the vertiginous 
walls of the canyon. Dozens of vehicles taken from the enemy, most of them un- 
usable, litter the place. Mixed together in undescribable disorder are jeeps, 
Zils and Tatras made in the communist countries. A mechanic black with grease 
disappears to mid-body under the hood of a Gaz 3 already divested of its 
wheels. Laughing, he gives us to understand that he wants to salvage the en- 
gine for another truck--one of the trucks which, laden with mujahedin at night, 
haunts the countryside and the towns, sowing uneasiness and sometimes death in 
the Soviet military bases. 


With their "patous" thrown casually over their shoulders, young people and even 
small children greet us ceremoniously. At a sluggish pace, never hurried, they 
leave us to cook bread, train the new recruits or mount guard behind the heavy 
machine-guns which, on the crests, protect the camp against the incursions of 
the armored helicopters. 


Where the cliff curves in, terraces of packed earth abut against the slope. The 
cooks are busy there around fires, under sections of rock decorated with verses 
from the Koran. This evening, like every evening, the fighters of the "jihad," 
holy war, will dine on "palao," rice cooked in grease. 


Night falls rapidly on the narrow pass. In a cleft in the rock, the generator 
taken from the Soviets starts up. The electric lights hung from the vaults go 
on as if by magic. An astonishing spectacle, this insurgents’ base that pro- 
claims its existence without concern for camouflage! 


Said Khalil spits out his plug of "nassoir'4 haughtily and explains in a con- 
temptuous tone: "At night, the 'shouvaris' (the Russians) sleep and drink vod- 


| 
"And in the daytime?" 


"Sometimes they attack us with helicopters and jets. They fire a few rockets, 
drop a few bombs and disappear." 


"Do you have many losses?" 
"Practically none since we dug grottoes into the mountain." 
"You don't leave the mountains, then?" 


"Oh, yes! Furthermore, in a few days a combat group will take you all the way 
to the Soviet border, On the Amu Darya." 
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FOOTNOTES 
1. Movement of res:i.‘ance against the Soviet occupation. 


2. Woolen blanket. 


3. A language close to Persian and spoken essentially in the north of Afghani- 
stan. 


4. A vegetable powder that the Afghanis chew. 


Tactical Situation on the Amu Darya 
Brussels LE SOIR in French 29 Dec 82 p 5 


[Article by Alain Chevalerias] 


[Text] The bone points through the swollen flesh. Of Muhammad Faouzil's right 
leg there remains only a protruding stump. Using his elbows, he sits uo on the 
pallet bed. His other leg, constellated with blackish scabs, bears the marks 
of the splinters from the Soviet mine that has mutilated him for life. An un- 
easy smile brightens his thin face: 


"Could I be able to walk as before?" 


What to reply? 
"Yes, of course. In Pakistan, the Red Cross hospital will put an artificial 
leg on you." 


His smile becomes warmer. His pale cheeks color with pleasure. In a low 
voice, as if to himself, he adds: 


"Then I could still kill shouravis." 
Yes, but Pakistan is a 3-week march away. 


Muhammad Faouzil is only 19. With a nervous hand, he grips the butt of the Ka- 
lashnikov set at his side. It inspires hope in him. A vague odor of disinfec- 
tant floats in the confined air of the grotto. The orderly changes the gauze 
bandage. We go off to visit the other wounded of Tanguy Malmol. 


With all lights off, the Zil 130 truck bumps over the poorly maintained road. 
In the distance, directly north, shine the lights of Termez. That is the area 
where Soviet sway begins. The jeep, with an antitank cannon mounted on it, 
precedes us by a few hundred meters. The Mazar-I-Sharif plain, dried by the 
summer, is lost in the night. Mamour Sayed, the group leader, peers into the 
darkness. A plastic badge in the colors of Islam clicks against the barrel of 
his Kalashnikov. From time to time he strokes his thick black beard in a rapid 
gesture. As if to reassure himself. Is he thinking of his brother killed in a 
fight against a tank patrol? Nevertheless, he likes to declare his pride in 
having a shahid in the family. 
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a patch of soft sand requires us to get out of the truck to lighten it. A cold 
wind from the Siberian steppes whipped our faces. 


For 6 days we travel across the "county" of Balkh. Generally at night. During 
the day we sleep in farms where the population gives us shorba and fruits to 
eat. We receive a fraternal welcome everywhere. The fighting has sent the mi- 
litiament and the soldiers to Mazar-I-Sharif. Oniy the posts of Shortepa and 
Fayzabad remain in government hands. The entire countryside has gone over to 
the side of the rebellion. But the helicopters prowl everywhere in the day- 


time. 


After hours of patient advance, cupolated roofs rise in the penumbra. A sil- 
houette runs out in front of our wheels. A commanding "drech!" (halt!) sounds 
over the purr of the engine. The heavy vehicle comes to a full stop. The im- 
passive face of a Turkoman appears in the doorway. He wears a grey turban. 
Recognizing the driver, he bows ceremoniously. Five or six mujahedin of the 
same race come out of the shadow. Two of them carry weapons: a Simonov carbine 
and an old German Mauser. The others have just a meter-long staff. 


We are installed in an earthen house whose master joins us as soon as he is no- 
tified. There is a confab between him and Mamour Sayed, who seems discontent 
and throws furtive glances in my direction. 


Boxes are piled in a corner. They are all stamped "Made in USSR." These 
fruits of smuggling say a lot about the secret trading carried on by the popu- 
lations living along the Soviet-Afghan border. 


The mujahedin of Zadiullah Khan, who themselves are well-armed with their Ka- 
lashnikovs and rocket-launchers, get ready to sleep. With a falsely pleasant 
manner, Mamour Sayed sits down in front of me. He beats about the bush, asking 
about my health and my needs. I sense bad news coming. He finally gets co the 


point: 


"Tomorrow we are going into the Soviet Union. The shouravis have set up some 
new searchlights. It is too dangerous." 


He had promised that I could meet some members of his party in the Moslem re- 
publics of the southern USSR. To believe the mujahedin, some collusion had al- 
ready been established between the two sides of the river border. Laughing, 
they tell the story of a flock of sheep offered to the fighters by their 
"brothers" of a kokhoz. They talk about the 2,000 party cards that the Jamiat 
is said to have distributed on the other side. 


The next morning, at the time when tMe night vapors die away under the sun, we 
are to be content with a walk along @§e banks of the Amu Darya. But the war 


often took on a less bucolic aspect. 
A Harassment Action like the Others 


The 82-mm shell whistles over our heads. For a few seconds. It explodes sev- 
eral hundred meters away. Below, behind the curtain of mist, in the Soviet-Af- 
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ghan camp of kholm. It is the signal. The mortar that has just fired is 
joined by the two \' ‘nese B-10 cannons. The fight by the 40 mujahedin against 
50 armored vehicles a:.. 400 soldiers begins. Goliath, enveloped by night and 
fog, replies. With the voice of heavy machine-guns, which pierce the dark with 
their tracer shells. Followed by the cannons, which, not being able to deter- 
mine where our shots are coming from, pound the surrounding area at random. 


On the mujahedin side, the light weapons fall silent. Arms are kept at the 
shoulder. Fingers on triggers. Flares climb in the sky. Green and red, they 
reveal furtive shadows on the mountainsides. We hug the rock a little closer. 


The 82-mm mortar, hidden at the bottom of a miniscule dry valley, belches out a 
shell every 3 minutes. The beam of a searchlight suddenly flashes out. In the 
half-light, it cuts across small groups of men, sweeps the crests, and tries to 
peer into the limestone crevices. The Soviet-Afghans nervously blast the 
slightest ground movement that appears in the white light. Then, as if by mag- 
ic, the cyclops closes its eye. Have the mujahedin destroyed it? 


But the enemy gun-layers have found the two B-10's. They concentrate their 
fire on them. The fighters serving these two pieces have to fall back. A few 
minutes later, the mortar ceases fire in turn. It was time to do so. The So- 
viet shells woosh in the air before hitting the cliff a few dozen meters behind 
our positions. The operation has lasted only half an hour. 


Satisfied with their successful little joke, the mujahedin packed up the don- 
keys, joking. In the camp, the marksmen kept hammering away at the rocks sur- 
rounding them. The searchlights probed the penumbra again. But we were far 
off. On a mysterious signal, my companions shouted out in chorus, "Allah o Ak- 
bar!" as if to taunt the Red Army better. 


A fight like the others. One of the many harassment actions that confine the 
invader and his accomplices to their strongholds. 


Kholm, an Important Center for the Red Army's Logistics 


Kholm turns golden in the morning sun. In the solitude of its verdant gardens, 
in the hearts of its ochre earthen houses, the people repeat the centuries-old 
acts of their ancestors. The little girls draw water from the brook. In a 
cloud of dust, their brothers drive the families' flocks. If by chance we en- 
counter one of the women with their supple way of walking, the red veil quickly 
hides her face from our gaze. The two mujahedin share their amusement at the 
Frenchman's discomfiture. Everything breathes calm in this little oriental 


city. 


The men who escort me carry their Kalashnikovs very obviously, though. A burst 
of light-machine-gun fire occasionally breaks the peace. In the center of the 
city, limited to a few streets and administrative buildings that they control, 
the Communist soldiers and militiamen keep silent. The Soviets, for their 
part, do not even dare to venture out of their dug-in camps, unless it is with 
an armada of tanks and helicopters. 
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Suddenly, a throbbing makes people raise their heads. The front of an armored 
BTR-60 is already appearing at the end of the street. As if triggered by a 
spring, > plunge into the ditch. The Afghans aim their weapons. The breeches 


click. 


Slowly, taking its time, the armored vehicle goes off. God be praised. My 
bodyguards did not have antitank weapons. 


Prudently skirting the edges of Kholm, other BRT's and BRDM's install them- 
selves on the undulating crests that overhang the city. A simple exercise, or 
is the town being surrounded? 


The armored vehicles maneuver 500 meters off, covering one another. To the 
southwest, a group of T-54 tanks takes a position at the crossing of the USSR 
and Mazar-I-Sharif roads. Traffic seems normal, though--except that dozens of 
military semis, Kamaz 5410's are passing in convoys, with all their tarps 
down. An armored vehicle precedes them, at a slow pace. Two MI-24 helicopters 
fly over them at low altitude. 


The Afghans are surprised by such a deployment of forces. Nevertheless, they 
are used to it: five tarred roads converge on Kholm from the USSR. Every day, 
hundreds of trucks and tanks take these routes to get to Panshir and Kabul, 
through the now-famous Salang tunnel. For how long will Kholm and its sister 
city Mazar+Sharif benefit from this regime of semiliberty? Doubtlessly until 
availability of troops enables the Soviets to step up their pressure in the 
nerth of Afghanistan, and more particularly around their supply routes. When 
Panshir, bled to exhaustion, weakened by the Red Army's blows, falls like a 
ripe fruit. Already, in this valley that symbolizes the Afghan resistance, 


there is a shortage of focd. 


But that would be to overlook the courage and tenacity of David against Goli- 
ath. 


11267 
CSO: 4619/14 
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AFGHANISTAN 


DEFECTOR MEDICAL GENERAL REPORTS ON AFGHAN CASUALTIES 


Paris LE MONDE in French 19 Jan 83 p 7 


[Interview with General Na'iq Mohammad ‘Azizi ] 


[Text] Medical General Defects 


In Afghanistan, a medical general of the Afghan Army, General Na'iq Mohammad 
"Azizi, 55 years old, has defected and fled to Pakistan recently. On Monday 
17 January in Peshawar, he stated that two-thirds of the military medics 
have fled the country after the communists came to power, and 33 of them 
have been killed in combat since December 1979. Of 20 young medics trained 
in the USSR during the last 3 years, 8 of them have been received in 
Pakistan, 2 have settled in West Germany, and 3 have been killed. 


General ‘Azizi added that the main Afghan military hospital in Kabul which 
is equipped for 400 beds always takes care of almost 2,000 sick or wounded 
soldiers. The crowding there is such that 500 beds have had to be set up 
in tents erected in the courtyard of the hospital. 


Afghan soldiers also have at their disposal a hospital of 500 beds in the 
capital, but it is not equipped for surgical operations, as well as 5 
hospitals in the countryside which have 100 beds each. Soviet soldiers 
have exclusive use of "Military Hospital No 1" whose personnel are 
entirely Soviets, including "kitchen helpers 22d janitors." 









vilian and military hospitals, 
n doctors are working, are 


for their soldiers, the 


According to General ‘Azizi, Afghanistan's 
where Soviet, Hungarian, East German and In 
drastically short of medicines. To get blo 
Soviets give Afghan recruits more privileges early discharges. In the 
schools, the professors who are party members ncourage their students to 
sell their blood for 1,000 Afghanis (about $200) per liter. 


30,000 Afghan Soldiers Killed 


The former military doctor who joined the fundamentalist party, Hezb-e 
Islami in Peshawar, also confirmed that "Kabul belongs to the resistance 
at night." On the main thoroughfare downtown where his clinic is located, 


84 








armored cars of the army are frequently attacked by rockets, sometimes even 
during daytime, he explained. According to the former military doctor, 
some 30,000 Afghan soldiers have been killed in 4 years of fighting, which 
is a third of the army regulars of 1978. He stated that the military 
cemecery of Kabul has 5,000 graves of soldiers and officers killed in 
action. 


CSO: 4619/28 





BANGLADESH 


MINISTER EXPLAINS FOREIGN POLICY PRIORITIES 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 26 Nov 82 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Bangladesh is stretching its ‘diplomatic arms' with a view to 
establishing direct contact with more nations and make existence of Bangladesh 
felt. Foreign Minister Mr. A. R. Shams-ud Doha talking informally to a group 
of editors and diplomatic correspondents on Thursday afternoon said that our 
existing ambassadors abroad were being coucurrently accreditated to cover 

the globe as much as possible. 'We must stretch our arms from where ever 

we are now", he emphasised. 


Mr. Doha informed that of the 159 countries in the world Bangladesh had 
missions in 43 countries and sub-missions in seven countries. 


Our ambassadors and high Commissioners were concurrently accreditated to 
another 48 countries. But with the remaining countries Bangladesh had 


hardly any contact. 


The Foreign Minister regretted that even being acclaimed as one of the leaders 
of Third World countries Bangladesh could not establish direct contact with 


most of them due to lack of representation. 


Bangladesh's missions abroad were opened following the colonial pattern. 
This resulted in opening of our mission mostly in developed countries in 
general and European countries in particular. Missions in Arab and Gulf 
countries were opened only recently. A large number of developing Third 
World countries belonged to Africa, Latin America and Pacific areas. 
Bangladesh's pres°»ce in these areas was surprisingly low, he said. 


The Foreign Minister said efforts were being made to cover most of the 
globe through concurrent accreditation. 


Reorganisation of FO 


Along with this measure, reorganisation of the Foreign Office and missions 
abroad were being done to make the execution of foreign policy more 
effective. 


Besides expansion of Bangladeh's diplomatic activities abroad, the government 
is also trying to encourage more countries to open missions in Dhaka. The 


86 








Foreign Minister said that of the 42 Islamic countries only eight were 
represented by ambassadors and a few others were represented by Charge 
d'Affaires. He said however, that some of the Islamic countries had already 
agreed to open their missions in Dhaka. 


Govt Centrist 


The Foreign Minister described the present government as "liberal, centrist 
and middle-of-the-road" and said that in the conduct of foreign policy, 
five principles were being strictly followed. These were, he said sover- 
eign equality of state, territorial integrity, non-interference and non- 
intervention, non-use of force and peaceful settlement of all disputes. 


The basis of foreign policy, Mr. Doha said, was to protect national sover- 
eignty and welfare of the people with priority on natural affilation with 
Muslim countries, good relations with neighbours and non-aligned countries, 
strict adherence to UN charter and regional cooperation. 


Ties with Big Powers 


About Bangladesh's relations with big powers, the Foreign Minister said that 
‘we have special relationship with the people's republic of China and we want 
to maintain very respectable relations with the USA and the USSR. ' 


He also emphasised the need for checking the downward trend of barter trade 
wich socialist countries. 


The Foreign Minister said that in many international forums Bangladesh had 
taken the lead among Third World countries and played an important role in 
meetings of group of 77 and conference on the law of the sea. Bangladesh 
will continue to play a very important role and our foreign policy will be 
very active in this regard', he stressed. 


For better relations among nations, Mr. Doha stressed the need for cultural 
projection through exchange of cultural delegation. "Media is also very 
important' and a national policy in this regard has been prepared, he said. 


Foreign Minister Doha mentioned the recent visit of Chief Martial Law 
Administrator Lt. General H. M. Ershad to Saudi Arabia, India and Nepal and 
said Bangladesh was not only trying to develop good relations with neigh- 
bouring countries but also with countries of the region particularly ASEAN 
countries. Soon there would be exchange of visits between Bangladesh and 
Burma, Sri Lanka, Bhutan Gulf nations and ASEAN countries. 


The Foreign Minister emphasised that foreign policy of Bangladesh ‘has got to 
be forward looking characterised by balance and moderation.’ In this regard 


he underscored the importance of domestic situation and said domestic situa- 
tion is very important in shaping and conducting of foreign policy. 


CSO: 4600/1490 
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BANGLADESH 


EDUCATION MINISTER'S SPEECH TO PARIS UNESCO MEET 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Nov, 1 Dec 82 


[Speech by Dr A. Majeed Khan; minister for education, religion, sports and 
cultural affairs; Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh; and 
leader of the Bangladesh delegation at the Fourth Extraordinary Session of 
the General Conference of UNESCO in Paris] 


[30 Nov 82 p 5] 


[Text] I consider it a great privilege and a distinct honour to be able to 
represent Bangladesh in this Fourth Extraordinary Session of the General Con- 
ference of UNESCO now being held in the historic city of Paris. Allow me, 

Mr President to take this opportunity to renew our sincerest felicitation 

to you and to express our confidence that under the able guidance of a 
personality of your eminence and erudition, the proceedings of this extra- 
ordinary session will be conducted with vision, wisdom and objectivity. 

We can assure you, Mr President, of our best possible co-operation in making 


the Conference a success. 


We also extend our heartiest thanks and congratulations to our esteemed 
Director-General Mr Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow for presenting a comprehensive and 
valuable report on the implementation of the First Medium Term Plan with 
indication of future role and the responsibilities that the UNESCO is 
expected to play and discharge in the implementation of the Second Medium 
Term Plan (1984-1989) which is the main topic of discussions for this extra- 


ordinary session of the Conference. 


Mr President, one of the founding principles of the UNESCO was that ‘Since 
wars begin in the minds of men it is in the minds of men that the defences 
of peace must be constructed’. In pursuance of this objective, UNESCO since 
its establishment in 1946 has been persistently endeavouring to realise this 
through adoption of various programmes and measures in different fields of 
UNESCO's competence such as education, science, culture and communication. 
Over these years, the Organization has not only grown in age with wisdom, 
experience and resources but also has acquired a dynamic capacity for 
imaginative and relevant programme planning and implementation with a view 
to meeting the ever-emerging demands and aspirations of the world community 


which it serves. 
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A question which can be genuinely posed here is: Are we really safe in the 
face of what is happening around us in the form of blatant acts of naked 
aggression, violence, racial discrimination and terrorism in total defiance 
of international law and world opinion and by flouting all canons of justice, 
morality, freedom and human dignity? As people live on hopes, we must not 

be pessimistic. We must steer clear our way through all obstacles and hurdles 
to aspire for a better world in these days of growing interdependence among 
nations. It is our sincere belief and hope that nothing can deter UNESCO 
from pursuing its objectives to maintain international peace, harmony, 
security and cohesion among nations through adoption and implementation of 
programmes aiming at constructing defences of peace in the minds of men. 


It is distressing to note that a great majority of the people of the world 
are still beset with problems of poverty, hunger, disease, malnutrition, 
unemployment, illiteracy and population explosion. The prevalence of this 
hard reality in the growing complex of world situation confirms the view that 
the existing gap between the rich and the poor is still widening from day to 
day. The poorer nations have however identified their problems and demon- 
strated great zeal, fervour and commitment to solve these problems by drawing 
up various national development plans and programmes. This is also a clear 
indication of their consciousness about the needs and constraints and their 
consequent eagerness to solve them as quickly as possible. No lasting peace, 
harmony and security of the world can be ensured unless the basic problems 


of the poorer nations have been solved. 


It is in the face of this harsh reality of poverty and inequality on a 
worldwide scale that the developed nations of the world are required to 
redirect their resources and capabilities to solve problems and to reexamine 
counter-productive traditional systems and structures of international 
relation. In this process it is expected that they will generate a new 
outlovuk of human and material development for all nations by their own 
internal transformation and reconstruction of values. It is both techno- 
culture and spiritual enrichment that both the developed and the developing 
nations must strive for together in order to usher in for a brighter future 


of peace, security and progress. 


Mr President,we should not be oblivious of the great lesson taught by the 
destruction caused by the two world wars. It is unfortunate that in the 
name of increasing national security, the militarily significant countries 
have embarked upon a programme of accelerated armament--the magnitude of 
which the world has never seen. The increased military expenditure has 
undoubtedly resulted in social opportunity costs, the impact of which is felt 
both in the developed and the developing world. Time has, therefore, come 
to ask ourselves whether we should continue to prepare for new conflicts 

or we should direct the scarce resources towards reduction of poverty and 
malnutrition, prevention of hunger and diseases, eradication of illiteracy, 
expansion of employment opportunities, creation of awareness of the menace 

of population explosion and generation of motivation among the people of the 
poorer nations to realise their goals of economic emancipation and social 


justice. 
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Mr President, Bangladesh is a small but densely populated country whose 
population is eti. ‘cally, culturally and linguistically homogenous in 
character. Since in. vmergence as an independent nation in 1971, Bangladesh 
has been recasting her priorities in almost all aspects of national develop- 
ment programme. This is reflected, inter alia, in the educational System of 
country which has been gradually reoriented to meet the challenges of modern 
life and to suit the economic and cultural needs of the country. 


In keeping with the hopes and aspirations of the people and the present day 
needs the government has recently announced a New Education Policy which aims 
at making education available to all people at all stages of their life. The 
entire system of education is being so designed that there would be credit 
for work experience and provision for reentry for all streams into higher 
education in accordance with their relevant fields. The new policy also 
places greater accent on cortent, methodology and the process of implementa- 
tion. 


The major thrust of the New Education Policy will be on universal basic (five- 
year) education with emphasis on primary teachers’ training, provision for 
supply of text-books and school uniforms to students at government cost and 
minimum physical facilities in primary schools. Experience Suggests that 
nothing concrete and substantial can be achieved with regard to removal of 
illiteracy from the society without ensuring institutional base adult educa- 
tion in Bangladesh with built-up facilities. So the new strategy for mass 
literacy and adult education in Bangladesh is to develop institutional 
facilities of primary schools for Support services rather than embarking 
upon a sepa-ate mass education programme in the country. It is our belief 
that with stronger base for a five-year basic education congenial atmosphere 
will be created to ensure substantial reduction in the drop-outs at this 
level to arrest the future inflow of uneducated people into the backlog of 
illiterate population. To realise these objectives the present allocation 
of resources for development of primary education in the annual development 
programme of the government is more than 50% of the total allocation for 
education. Efforts wil! be there for a larger budgetary allocation of 
resources in the years to come for primary education. 


We have also embarked upon a new programme for establishment of Community 
Learning Centres where pre-vocational and low-level vocational skills for 
school drop-outs and out-of-school youths including their parents in the 
community will be introduced. The innovative aspect of this programme is 
the formation of parent teacher-student associations for learning different 
trades in the community. 


At the Secondary level of education, the present system of diversified 
courses in classes [X and X is being replaced by a unified course which will 
lay more emphasis on science and avocations. At the higher secondary level 
(class X and XII) more diversified programmes of studies including technical 
business management, commerce and secretarial science skills, primary teacher 
training, nursing and agriculture will be introduced. 


Furthermore a consolidated programme of distance education with provision 
for printed materials and electronic media is being prepared in order to 
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